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FOREWORD

The F'mal Program Progress Report documents work conducted by Martin Marietta
Astronautics Group, Space Systems, Denver, Colorado, under contract NAS9-17854,

Superfluid Helium Tanker (SFHT) study. The contract is administered by the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration - Johnson Space Center, Houston, Texas. The
NASA Project Manager is Mr. William C. Boyd, Propulsion and Power Division. This
report summarizes the results of Task 3 - Conceptual SFHT System Design, Task 4 -
Commonality Assessment and Technology Development Recommendations, and Task 5 -
Program Plan for SFHT Development. This document conforms to the requirements of
DRL-4 (DRD MA-125T).

Personnel who made significant contributions to this report include:

Mr. Ralph N. Eberhardt - Program Manager
Mr. Sam M. Dominick - Fluids and Systems Design
Dr. John E. Anderson - Fluid/Thermal Analysis
Mr. John P. Gille - Fluid/Thermal Analysis
Mr. Tan A. Martin - Fluid/Thermal Analysis
Mr. John S. Marino - Mechanical Design
Mr. R. Eric TraiU - Electronics System Design
Mr. Alfred Herzl - Stress & Mechanical Design

Mr. Sam Gotlib - Structural Analysis
Mr. Owen Scott - Thermal Control Analysis

Mr. Roger Giellis - Thermal Control Analysis
Mr. Ray Fields - Systems Safety
Dr. Glen E. McIntosh (Cryogenic Technical Services, Inc.) - Superfluid

Helium System Design
Dr. John B. Hendricks (Alabama Cryogenic Engineering, Inc.) - Transfer

Techniques and Liquid- Vapor Phase Separators
Dr. Michael J. Nilles (Alabama Cryogenic Engineering, Inc.) - Transfer

Technique Analysis
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Replenishment of supe_uid helium (SFH¢) offers the potential of extending the on-orbit life of
observatories, satellite instnm_nts, sensors and laboratories which operate in the 2K temperature
regime. We have continued over the past 6 months to conceptually define a superfluid helium
tanker (SFHT) for accomplishing on-orbit resupply. This report provides a top-level summary of
the major program conclusions, analyses/trade study results, recommended fluid, structural,

thermal and avionic subsystem conceptual designs and operational considerations for both STS and
ELV launch of the SFHT. We have also addressed programmatic issues such as technology
development needs and a program plan for SFHT development through delivery of a tanker to
NASA-KSC in 1997.

The results presented herein are those of Task 3 - Conceptual SFHT System Design (Section 3.0),
Task 4 - Commonality Assessment and Technology Development Recommendations (Section 4.0),
and Task 5 - Program Plan for SFHT Development (Section 5.0). The results of Tasks 4 and 5 are
in final iteration.

We have considered a mixed-fleet approach to SFHT utilization. Our 6000 liter tanker concept,
shown isometrically in Figure 1.1, is compatible with launch on both the STS and Delta, Atlas,

Titan HI and Titan IV expendable launch vehicles (ELVs). The tanker will also pemait servicing
from the Shuttle cargo bay, in-situ when attached to the OMV and carried to the user spacecraft,
and as a depot at Space Station. Our conceptual desizn approaches for all the subsvstems are

presented in this document. SPACECRAFT ADAPTER &
ELV SPARATION PLANE

AVIONICS BOXES ;FER LINE

DEWAR INTEGRAL SUPPORTS
ADAPTER

L FSS LATCHES FOR

MATING WITH USER
TO BE RESUPPLIED

OMV ADAFIER &
MATING RING

_-GRAPPLE

FOOL BOX

Figure 1.1 Superfluid Helium Tanker Concept
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2.0 DESIGN GUIDELINESAND GROUNDRULES(UPDATE)

Theobjectivesof the superfluid helium tanker study are to define requirements, prepare a
conceptual superfluid helium tanker design, conduct a commonality assessment and identify
recommended technology deficiencies and prepare a development plan and cost estimate. The fast
two tasks were to collect the user requirements and prepare a fluid subsystem conceptual design to
be used for interaction with other tanker subsystems in Task 3. These results were documented in
our Interim Progress Report (Reference 2.1).

Following our Interim Program Review at NASA-JSC, we updated our design guidelines and
assumptions. Those previously defined in our Interim Report are still valid; we added to and
expanded these based on comments made at the review and per items tabulated by NASA-JSC in
the minutes of the review. We are still using the baseline SFHT requirements in the contract SOW,
and the System Requirement Document Attachment A of the SOW as our basis. The following
design guideline updates and additions further clarify and bound our Task 3 conceptual design
effort:

1,

o

A reduced set of rcsupply custom shaft be used; SIRTF, AXAF, Astromag,
MMPS/CPPF and LPE. The updated user database for these is presented in Table 2.1.

STS considered prime resupply site, but SFHT design to be compatible with use on

Space Station for 9 month orbital stay and station venting requirements.

o SFHT design impacts and capability should be considered if Space Station on-orbit
storage time were to be increased to 12 months.

. Baseline ground hold capability shall be compatible with closing orbiter cargo bay
doors ten days prior to launch (this was original SOW requirement, but we had
discussed the possibility with NASA-KSC of reducing this to 4 days).

° Identify required GSE for emergency venting on the ground prior to installation into
Orbiter.

o A "generic" orbiter inert gas vent will exist in at least one of the orbiters. Vent line

sizing and thermal an .alysis shall be performed to establish SFHT requirements for this
generic line.

7. Re-assessneed forSFHT servicingcapabilityinboth horizontaland verticalpositions.

. Emphasis on SFHT avionics should be placed on tanker-to-user functionality, rather
than tanker-to-host (i.e., Orbiter or station). Policy on orbiter payload control by the
GPC is indeterminant at this time.

o Address the weight and complexity impacts to both the user and SFHT of the allocation
of servicing hardware, to either. The launch cost is only paid once if incorporated into
user, complexity probably should be maintained on tanker to permit maintenance.

10. Task 4 commonality assessment should be limited to identification of possible areas of
commonality with other cryogen tankers, as opposed to analytical studies of system
capabilities and designs.

11. Flow gauging accuracy of :L5 percent and mass gauging accuracy of_+_3 percent.
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A study flow of the three _ whose results are documented in this report is presented in Figure
2.1. We have taken a systems approach to subsystem design trades and interactions of the various

subsystems to be sure that one subsystem is not penalized relative to the others, and that the fluid
(superfluid helium) subsystem is properly integrated with structure, thermal, and avionics

subsystems.

Table 2.1 SFHe User Database - Reduced User Complement

User

SIRTF
AXAF
ASTROMAG
MMPS/CPPF

Helium
Volume

(liters)

4000
200-400

3100
200

Service
Interval

(days)

730
730
730

30-90

Service
Tm_ Orbit

(days) (kin)

3 to 14 700
TBD 600
TBD at SS
1 to7 atSS

Mission
Launch Lifetime

Date (years)

1997 6 to 12
1996 8
1998 6 to 8
1994 5

TAI_ 4

1.42 TemnefoW

Reoammen4m_s

TASK 3

TAG

O_AL
ffC_SENTAT_N

PMCXA_E

TASK $

Figure 2.1 Tasks 3, 4 and 5 Study Flow mC

Aotw_ul
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3.0 TASK 3 - CONCEFTUAL SFHT SYSTEM DESIGN

3.1 SFHT SYSTEM DESIGN

3.1.1 Tanker Or_timization

3.1.1.1 Fluid Storage Sizin_ Trades - Trade studies were performed previously as part of Task 2 to
optimize the capacity of theSFHT fluid system based on the user reqtarements. This section
presents a summary of an update of these trades performed during Task 3. The reduced user
complement that we identified during Task 2 was again used as the reference set with updated
program start and launch dates, as presented in Table 2. i. The SFHT manifest model, also
developed as part of Task 2, was redone using these requirements and is given in Figure 3.1. As
shown, eight flights of the 6000 liter capacity SFHT are required to satisfy the users if all are
resupplied from the Space Station. If SIRTF is resupplied from the STS (currently the baseline),
then nine total flights are required: four in the STS for SIRTF and five to Space Station for the

remaining users.

Currently, both SIRTF and Astromag prefer to be serviced while helium is still on-board. In the
case of SIRTF, it is preferred not to allow the instruments to warm-up once they have reached
helium temperatures. For Astromag, it is also desired to service with helium rem._ni.ng, to avoid
having to cool the large magnets back down to operating temperatures thereby tmnmuzmg helium

usage (Reference 3.1). Experiments mounted in the U. S. Laboratory, (MMPF/CPPF and Lambda
Point Facility) are easily accessible and it should be possible to schedule refilling of these

experiments while cold. A sensitivity analysis was previously performed as part of Task 1 to
determine the impact on the flight frequency if some or all of the users required chilldown as well as
resupply. The general trend was that as the resupply frequency and the amount of helium required
increased, a larger capacity SFITI' would be more efficient provided that all servicing was done at
one location (i.e. Space Station) where the SFHT could serve as a general supply depot for all users.
For example, if all of the users were resupplied warm, thirteen flights of the 6000 liter SFHT would
be required during a ten year period compared to eight flights of a 15000 liter tanker. Offloading of a
large capacity tanker for a cold SIRTF resupply from the STS, however, would eliminate the
advantage in mass fraction possible with the larger tanker. Using the 11750 liter tanker design from
the BASD STICCR Study (Reference 3.2), the fully loaded tanker has a mass fraction of 0.36.
When offloaded to 5500 liters for a cold SIRTF resupply, the mass fraction is lowered to 0.21.
Therefore, an intermediate size tanker appears to offer the best compromise to perform all of the
planned resupplies from different locations.

A comparison of the on-orbit boiloff losses for tankers of various sizes was also performed in Task
2. This analysis was redone using more representative boiloff losses (approximately 1 1/2 percent
per month), accounting for the smaller surface area-to-volume ratios for the larger capacity tankers.
Representative results are shown in Figure 3.2, which compares cumulative boiloff losses against
cumulative user requirements for the reference user complement considering a 6000 liter SFHT and a
15000 liter SFHT. As shown, the larger capacity SFHT results in approximately 21500 liters of
helium lost overboard compared to 11700 liters for the 6000 liter tanker even though the larger
tanker's geometry is more thermally optimized. Ideally the user requirement and the amount of
helium transported to orbit should be as close as possible to minimize losses.

Based on the above results, we feel that a 6000 liter capacity SFI-IT, derived from the Task 1 trades,

satisfies the mission requirements in the most efficient manner. It is sufficient in size to resupply.
SIRTF under normal conditions without an undue penalty for the smaller users. Also, this capacaty
makes the option of packaging into smaller ELV payload fairings a practical option, as discussed in
the next section. However, an important conclusion reached during the sizing studies was that the
optimum SFHT size is heavily dependent on the user requirements in terms of both user capacity and

3-1



Capacity of 1260 Capacity of
Tanker 1 (I): Tanker 2 (I): 6000

Quarter

1997

1998

1999

2OOO

2001

2002

2OO3

Helium # olTanker 1 # of Tanker: Helium in

Required, liters Flown Flown Tanker (I)

0 0
200 1 5493

200 4986
200 4479
200 3972

3700 1 5965
200 5458
200 4951
200 4444
200 3937
200 3430

42O0 1 4923
200 4416

3700 409
200 1 5902
200 5395
200 4887
2O0 4380
200. 3873

4200 1 5366
0 5O59

3500 1252
0 945
0 638
0 331
0 24
0 0

4000 1 1693
20O4 0 1386

20O5

35O0 1 3579
0 3272
0 2965
0 2658
0 2351
0 2O44

4000 1 3737
2006 0 3430

rOTALS,

400 2723
0 2416
0 2109

34200 8

Figure 3.1 SFI-IT Manifest to Meet Reference User Complement Requirements
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Figure 3.2 Tanker Opacity Sensitivity to Boiloff Losses in Meeting the Reference User
Complement Resupply Scenario

rcsupply fi_uency. Therefore, it is rcconancnded that the sizing issue continue to be rcaddressed as
the user requirements mature.

3.1.1.2 Launch Vehicle Ootions - An objective of this study was to determine design impacts to the
SFHT of hunch both on a/l ELV and the Shuttle. A mixed manifesting approach, using both ELV's

and the Shuttle, is being considered for Space Station logistics rcsupply (Reference 3.3). Early in
Task 2, we established the requirement to examine all ELV's, not just the Titan IV. This was done
to ensure that compatibility with a maximum number of ELV's was examined. Designing payloads
such as the SFHI" to accommodate both ELV and Shuttle launch must necessarily impose some

compromise in the design. Specifically, the dual launch requirement involves compromising the
SFI-ITs length since most ELV payload fairings are smaller than the 15 foot diameter of the Shuttle
cargo bay.

A review was made of existing ELV's to determine parameters such as payload lift capabiLity, fairing
size, and cost (References 3.4 - 3.7). The results arc shown in Table 3.1 along with comparable
data for the Shuttle. Published launch costs for all of the vehicles tend to vary widely since they

usually arc tied to procurement rates. However, the launch costs shown for the ELVs were provided
to NASA LgRC by the ELV contractors (Reference 3.8). A wide range of fairing and payload
adapter diameters arc available. For example, the Titan HI provides payload adapters in eleven
different diameters. Of the available payload fairings, the Delta H fairing has the smallest diameter
(10 feet O.D.) and would present the most difficult packaging problem for sizes exceeding

approximately 5000 Limrs.
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Table 3.1 Launch VehicleComparison

PARAMETER

LAUNCH COST

PAYLOADTO 25ONM

ORBIT, L,BS

DOLLARS PER POUND

(TO ABOVE ORBIT)

PAYLOADFAIRINGI.D., IN.

PAYLOADADAPI'ER
INTERFACE DIAMETER, IN.

DELTAII

$45M°

8000 (6920)
1oooo (7920)

5625

110

32.5,60

ATI.A_CENTAUR

$59M*

10500

5619

115,143.7

32.5

TITANIII

$110M °

29500

3729

143.7

32.6-70.0

TITANIV

$160M"

-39000

4103

180.0

111.77

STS

$140

48000 "*°

2917

180.0

WA

"FROM DATASUPPLIED BY NASA LeRC FOR COLD-SAT PROGRAM
"° HARDWARECOSTS ONLY, NOMISSION SUPPORT/INTEGRATIONINCLUDED
""WITH PERFORMANCE UPGRADES

A benefit of the selection of the smaller capacity 6000 liter SFHT. is that i.t provides easier pack:a. _ng
within the smaller payload fairings. Designing the SFHT to a nine foot diameter to package wzthin
the Delta ]I payload fairing dynamic envelope results in a slightl.y longer length tanker which
penalizes it somewhat for a Shuttle launch. This penalty is mimnuzed, however, by the smauer
capacity tanker. Therefore, due to the selection of the 6000 liter SFHT, we chose to maximize
compatibility and design the SFHT to fit within the Delta H faring. The length penalty associated
with this design diameter for a Shuttle launch is 2-3 feet. The packaging of the nine foot diameter,
6000 liter SFHT in the various ELV fairings is shown in Figure 3.3 for comparison. The SFHT
uses most of the payload fairing volumes for the Delta II and Atlas/Centaur vehicles. For the Titan
vehicles however, significant payload weight and volume margins remain, indicating that the SFHT

would be part of a multiple payload launch for these vehicles.

A study was initiated to determine if any launch cost benefits arc provided by designing for
compatibility with all of the existing ELV's rather than just the Titan IV and Shuttle. The manifesting
model developed during Task 2 determined that 9 flights of the SFHT would be required if resupply
missions were perfomaxl from both the Shuttle cargo bay and the Space Station. It was assumed
that all SIRTF resupply missions would be performed from the Shuttle and that AXAF, Astromag,
and MMPF/CPPF servicing be done from the Station, resulting in five flights to the Station. Launch
costs for this scenario were calculated for each of the ELV's. Costs were computed by calculating

the percentage of payload capacity used by the SFHT (assuming an SFHT wet weight of 6000 lbs)
to a 250 nautical mile orbit and multiplying the launch cost presented in Table 3.1 by this percent.
The results are presented in Figure 3.4 which shows the launch costs for all combinations of ELV
and Shuttle launches. As shown, the mixed manifesting approach results in launch costs that are

comparable to those of the Shuttle. Other benefits such as manifesting flexibility and the
simplifications of ground operations of an ELV launch (discussed in Section 3.3.1.2) are not
included.
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Figure 3.4 SFI-1T Launch Cost Comparison for Mixed Fleet Manifesting

3.1.2 Qperations

3.1.2.1 Interface Requirements -

SFHT/STS Interfaces - The STS can be both the Munch vehicle and the base of resupply operations

for the SFHT. Interfaces required between the SFI-IT and the STS arc structural, electrical, and
fluid. The SFHT can be launched in the STS, removed on-orbit, and then replaced in the cargo bay
for return to the ground Therefore, these interfaces must be mateable and demateable on-orbit.

The interfaces between the SFHT and the STS are depicted in Figure 3.5. Structural interfaces will
consist of the standard trunnion and keel fittings located on the SFHT cradle. An active keel

mechanism is required to permit berthing and unberthing of the SFHT while on-orbit. Also, a
minimum of two standard RMS grapple fixtures will be required to permit the Shuttle RMS to

perform the benhing/unberthing and to pass the SFHT to the Space Station MRMS. The electrical
interface between the SFHT and the Shuttle will be used to provide power, monitoring, and control
to the tanker. Details of the function of the interface can be found in Section 3.1.6. This interface

will also require a mateable/demateable electrical coupler for those missions where the Shuttle is
serving only as the launch vehicle and not the base of operations of the SFHT.
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Figure 3.5 SFHT Mounted in the STS Cargo Bay

Early in Task 2, the need for an emergency overboard vent interface between the SFHT and the
Shuttle was identified to handle a catastrophic loss of vacuum in the Dewar. The large mass flow

rates resulting from such a failure mode (-2 lbs/second) coupled with the cold temperature of the
vent gas require an overboard dump at aU times when the SFI-1T is in the payload bay. The generic
payload vent system being installed in all the Orbiters consists of a two inch diameter line running the
length of the payload bay on either side (Reference 3.9). The two lines discharge overboard through
the Centaur liquid hydrogen and liquid oxygen dump interfaces. The lines will be insulated to
prevent the formation of liquid air during dumping of cryogenic fluids such as helium. In addition,
the lines can be pressurized on the ground with nitrogen or helium gas and capped off to provide a

positive pressure to prevent leakage of air. The SFHT would have two interfaces with this system,
one on either side of the tanker to provide two independent paths for the emergency vent system.
The interfaces would be located at the payload bay sill and mated in the Payload Changeout Room as
the SFHT is placed in the cargo hay. These interfaces need to be dcmateable on-orbit, and mateahle
if the SFHT is returned to the bay with helium still on-board. If the SFHT is dry, then the interface
need not be mated for return to the ground.

SFHT/St)ace Station Interfaces - The SFHT can be stored at the Space Station to perform periodic
resupply of a variety of users. As discussed in Section 2.0, users at the Space Station will consist of
experiments in the U.S. Laboratory, free flying payloads brought to the Station, and semi-permanent
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payloads attachedto thetrussassembly. Since the ServicingFacility,discussedin Section3.!.2.3:
isnot currentlypartof the Space Stationbaselineconfiguranon,interfaceswcrc definedassunnng mc
SFHT isattachedto thetrussassembly only. These interfaces,shown inFigure 3.6,consistof

structural,electrical,and fluidinterface.

HINGE JOINT

METEOROID ATTACHMENT

AND SPACE INTERFACE
DEBRIS

PROTECTION

(STATION-BASED)

STATION

TRUSS ASSEMBLY

AUTOMATIC
UMBILICAL

MATING
MECHANISM

/
VENT FOR
PARASITIC LOSSES

(NON-PROPULSIVE)

DIRECTION
OF FLIGHT

EMERGENCY

VENT (EXIT LOCATION
PER STATION CONTAMINATION

REQUIREMENTS)

Figurc 3.6 SFHT Attached to Space Station Truss Assembly

The SFHT would bc attachedtothetrussassembly usinga standarddocking mechanism such as the

FSS latches.Ifthe SFHT isleftin itstransportcradle(seeSection3.1.5.I),then the SFHT could

bc attachedtothetrussviathe tnmnion and kcclfittings.An additionalstructuralinterface

rexluiremcnt,although not directlya partof theSFHT structure,isformeteoroid and space debris"

protection.This protectionisrequiredsincetheSFHT may spend up to 12 months attachedtothe
Station.The amount and configurationof thisprotectiondepends on thelocationof theSFHT on thc

Stationand how much itisshieldedby otherelements of the Station.Rcgardlcss of theSFHT

location,thedebrisprotectionwould bc lefton theStationand not incorporatedinthe SFHT
structul'cto savewcighL The meteoroid and spacedebrisprotectionwould consistof an aluminum

panel 0.03 inchesto0.075 inchesthickconfiguredwith hingestoallow itto bc foldedaway for

SFHT removal orrcplacemcnt.

Another SFHT/Station interfacerequirementistoprovideshieldingofpotentiallyexplosive

containerstopreventtheirfailurefrom propagatingtoothernearby structuresor containers,or from

endangering otherStationelements such as thepressurizedmodules (Reference 3.10).This

requirementcould imply thatshieldingmust be provided around theSFHT tocontainfragrncnts

caused by a catastrophicfailureof theDewar. This requirement,however, would impose a
substantialweight penalty.Inorder tosatisfythisrequirement,thepossiblefailuremodes of the

SFHT Dewar were evaluated.Assuming thatadequate meteoroid and debrisprotectionisprovided,

thcn theSFHT Dewar could only explode iftheDewar guard vacuum was compromised by an
internalleak.In thiscase,two-faulttolerantmechanical pressurereliefisprovided. In addition,the
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Dewar would be designed to leak-before-burst criteria. Therefore, it is felt that the requirement for
shielding could be satisfied by debris protection and mechanical pressure relief devices. However
this hazard should be further addressed as the possible locations of the SFHT at the Space Station are
better defined.

An electrical interface, described in Section 3.1.6, provides power, command, and data handling

from the Space Station avionics. The Space Station avionics replaces the Shuttle Aft Flight Deck
control system for controlling and monitoring the SFHT during all phases of its mission. This
interface must also be mateable and demateable. An electrical interface between the SFHT and the

Station MRMS would not be required unless it was desired to perform helium replenishment
operations while attached to the MRMS. In this case, one fault tolerant command, data, and power
would be provided to the SFHT by the MRMS.

As with the Shuttle, an emergency overboard vent interface is required to handle the loss of Dewar
vacuum. This line must run from the SFHT storage location to a point where the discharge will not

produce a hazard to either the crew or a Station element. Currently, waste gases from the Station
will be discharged at the end of a stinger to reduce the contamination potential and to provide for
reboost thrust. If it is determined that the emergency vent must discharge in this same area, the line

length required would be approximately 100 feet. This long length would necessitate a line diameter
of 2 inches or more in order to obtain a manageable pressure drop during the emergency vent. A

more preferred approach would be to configure the emergency vent system .with the minimum
amount of line length required to direct discharge away from prinm_ Station elements.

SFHT/OMV Interfaces - Coupling the SFHT and the OMV for transport in-orbit will require both
structural and electrical interfaces. The OMV can provide payloads with three types of structural
interfaces (Reference 3.1 I). The Three Point Docking Mechanism (TPDM) interfaces with standard
FSS type latches and consists of three coordinated latches mounted on a structural ring, with

redundant TV cameras, lights, and electrical umbilicals. The RMS Grapple I_. king. Mechanism
interfaces with a standard RMS grapple fixture and incorporates three snare wires with a retracting
mechanism, cameras and lights, and an integral electrical connector. Both of these interfaces are
intended for orbital operations and are therefore limited in the amount of loads they can withstand.
Payloads can be bolted to the front face of the OMV using a 135 inch diameter circular interface
capable of a 10000 ft-lb cantilevered moment for a Shuttle launch. This bolted interface can be mated
or demated by an EVA astronaut on-orbit. Capability to use this interface for an ELV launch,
however, has not been examined and appears to be limited (Reference 3.12). Therefore, it appears
that the SFHT cannot be physically mated to the OMV during an ELV launch.

In addition to a strucuaal interface, an electrical interface for power and telemetry will be required.

The OMV provides total power of 5 kwh to a payload with a 1 kw peak. A Fairchild data system is
also available for payload use. The SFHT will also have to provide the necessary hardware to
provide pass through of OMV utilities to a user spacecraft such as SIRTF. The SFHT/OMV
electrical interface would be a part of the TPDM or RGDM mechanisms.

The SFHT/OMV interfaces are summarized in Figure 3.7. Additional equipment will be required by
the SFHT to operate while attached to the OMV even though this equipment is not a direct physical
interface with the OMV. A docking target visible to the camera package on the OMV's TPDM will
be required to ease mating of the SFHT and OMV on-orbit. Once attached, a camera and light
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Figure 3.7 SFHT Mated to OMV for Transport to User Spacecraft for In-Situ Resupply

package attached to the front face of the SFI-1T would allow additional viewing for mating to a user
spacecraft. An automatic coupler mating mechanism on the front face of the SFHT would also be
required to mate fluid and electrical couplers to the user along with an FSS or similar interface to
mate with the user spacec'r_L

SFHT/ELV Interfaces - Launch of the SFHT on an ELV requires launch vehicle interfaces similar to
those required for a Shuttle launch. Figure 3.8 shows the SFHT in a typical ELV payload fairing.
An interface to the ELV payload adapter to react launch loads, and an electrical interface for power
and telemetry, will be required. Additionally, interfaces with the GSE during the ground processing
flow will require access holes in the ELV payload fairing to allow for helium servicing, power, and
monitoring via the SFHT GSE. Also, as in the Shuttle launch case, vent interfaces with the fairing
are required for both normal and emergency venting. These interfaces should be located to use the
same ground service panel on the SFHT as during Shuttle launch processing. The SFHT/ELV
structural interface is a deployable interface requiring the use of explosive bolts to allow the SFHT to
be separated from the expended launch vehicle on-orbit.
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Figure 3.8 SFHT/ELV Interfaces for Delta 1I ELV

Automated versus Crew Ooerations Trade - An operational consideration associated with any on-
orbit fluid resupply operation is the option of using EVA astronauts or an automated device to mate
and clemate the fluid and electrical couplers required to perform the transfer. In general, EVA
operations are preferred when the automated option is too expensive, not versatile enough, not
reliable enough for a particular critical operation, or not capable of performing the operation with
existing technology. Automated operations should be considered when the operation is hazardous to
the EVA crewmember, is less expensive than EVA, when the task required to be performed is

routine and repetitive, the operation requires the application of precise and extreme forces or a man is
not in space at the resupply location.

In the OSCRS studies, resupply of the Gamma Ray Observatory (GRO) using an EVA crewmember
was the baseline. Manual mating of helium couplers will be an integral part of the SHOOT
experiment and will demonstrate the ability of the EVA crewmember to handle the helium couplers

and vacuum jacketed flex lines. With this background, EVA mating of co.uplers required for the
SFHT will be demonstrated. There are, however, advantages to automauc operations specific to

superfluid helium transfer. The long flex lines required (on the order of 20 feet for an STS-based
SIRTF resupply operation - see Section 3.1.2.3) result in a large heat leak and pressure drop. For
example, the flex lines add as much as 3 watts heat input each, and can weigh as much as 3 pounds
per foot if they are vacuum jacketed. An automated coupler mating mechanism would weight
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approximately 40 pounds (excludingthecouplers)based on currentdesigns.Automatic .re.supp.ly

operations would allow the user spacecraft to be mated directly to the SFHT structure, tmnmnzmg
the transferlinelength.Additionally,thiswould providecommonality of SFHT operations

regardless of where the resupply operation would take place. Additionally, there are potential
hazards associated with the handling of long flex lines in zero-g. Line tethering would be required to
avoid inadvertent movement of the line. In addition, the EVA flex lines would need to be purged

prior to disconnecting, adding time to the transfer sequence.

Automatic resupply operations would require an automatic coupler mating mechanism on both the
SFHT and the user spacecraft The active side of the coupler mating mechanism would be located on
the SFHT and the passive side on the user spacecraft. The active side of the mechanism would be
heavier and incorporating it onto the user spacecraft side would save launch costs. However, since
the SFHT is returned to the ground frequently, placing the active side of the mechanism, critical to
mission success, on the SFHT would allow access for maintenance and enhance reliability. Once the

SFHT and the userspacecraftarephysicallydocked, the automaticcouplermechanism would engage

the fluidand electricalcouplersallowinga minimum linelengthtobe used. Based on these
considerations,therefore,itisstronglyrecommended thatautomaticresupplyoperationsbe

encouraged forfutureusersof theSFHT, althoughthe abilitytoperform EVA operationsbe

includedin thetankerdesign.

3.1.2.3 On-Orbit Resut)t)lv Ooerations - The SFHT Systems Requirements Document (SRD)

defines the types of resui)ply operations that the SFI-rr must perform. Helium replenishment
operations can take place from the Orbiter cargo bay, Space Station, and while attached to.the OMV.
Satisfying each of these cases requires a thorough definition of the operations for each to oetermine
what hardware and design features are required. The following p .aragra. phs discuss the operations
requiredtosatisfytheSRD requirementsand definetheconfigurauon impacts to theSFHT. In

developing these operational scenarios, SIRTF was used as a representative user spacecraft since
data on its configuration is readily available. Discussions with NASA Ames Research personnel
were conducted to obtain the latest data on the SIRTF configuration and mission. The baseline

resupply/servicing concept is for Shuttle-based resupply. No on-orbit instrument change-out is
planned and it is desirable to always resupply SIRTF when helium is remaining to avoid warming up
the instruments. Resupply of a warm SIRTF therefore is a contingency operation only.

RestrDDlv from Orbiter Cargo Bay - Resupply from the Orbiter cargo bay is considered the baseline

operdfional case for the SFHT. The Space Station configuration does not
include the Servicing Facility;, therefore, the current plans are to perform servicing from the Orbiter.
The baseline SIRTF resupply mission calls for a dedicated Shuttle flight. The Orbiter would
transport the SFHT, an A' cradle, and an OMV to a 500 kin orbit. The OMV would then be used to
retrieve the SIRTF from its 900 km orbit and transport it to the Shuttle.

The combined weight of the fueled OMV, A' Cradle, and the SFHT is summarized in the table
accompanying Figure 3.9. A plot of Shuttle payload capability versus altitude with the SSME's at
104% power and with performance enhancements is also shown in Figure 3.9. The payload weight

required for the STS-based SIRTF resupply mission is high.li.'ghted in the figure and shows that
-90% of the Shuttle payload capability is required for the rmssxon for the 104% power case and
-70% for the performance enhancement case. Use of a larger tanker or the requirement to launch
two of the 6000 liter SFHTs to perform a resupply of a warm SIRTF would require the
perform_ce enhancements, using 90% of the payload capability.

Servicing of the SIRTF begins by placing it in the A' cradle. EVA astronauts would then connect
and disconnect the SFHT fluid and electrical couplers to SIR'IT. The configuration for these

operations is shown in Figure 3.10. Orientation of the SIRTF in the cargo bay is not critical except
that it is desirable to keep the telescope opening pointing away from the direction of flight to
minimize contamination. The SIRTF could be rotated down into the cargo bay using the A' cradle to
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minimizethe distance between it and the SFHT. This helps to minimize the required length of the

flex lines. The line length is estimated to be approximately 20 feet to manually resupply SIRTF in
the bay. To replenish the SIRTF without using EVA, the SIRTF would be directly attached to the
SFHT and the fluid and electrical couplers mated by an automatic coupler mating mechanism, as
shown in Figure 3. I I. Even though EVA astronauts would be required to perform ORU changeout
on the SIRTF, automatic resupply would provide benefits for the helium transfer operation by
eliminating the long transfer lines and their associated flow losses and heat leak.

SFHT IN
POSITI(

A" CRADLES

DIRECTION OF FLIGHT

Figure 3.11 Automatic Resupply of SIRTF in Cargo Bay

R¢_uol)Iv at the Soace Station - Replenishment of supc_uid at the Space Station will be required for

several planned ahached payloads and experiments located inside the U.S. Laboratory Module.
Addilionally, servicing of the large observatories such as AXAF and SIRTF could also be
performed. The frequency of resupply for the laboratory experiments (30 to 90 days) requires that
the SFHT be located at the Station as a semi-permanent supply depot. The drawback to this
approach, unlike tankers of storable propellants, is that the continuous boiloff from the SFHT cannot
be recovered without adding significant hardware. Therefore, minimization of the boiloff becomes a

key driver for the SFHT when it is Station-based.

Resupply operations at the Station can be performed with the SFHT on the truss assembly or with
the SFHT in the Servicing Facility when it is in place. The Servicing Facility, shown in Figure
3.12, is an unpressurized structure attached to the transverse boom adjacent to the pressurized
modules. The main elements include the Service Bay Enclosure, consisting of four telescoping
thermal contamination barriers, the Service Track Assembly, a keel-mounted rail structure that

supports Facility equipment such as fluid tankers, the Servicing Facility Manipulator, a track-
mounted remote manipulator that is capable of reaching payloads in the Orbiter cargo bay and
anywhere within the Servicing Facility, and the Universal Payload Adapter, an attachment device
able to mate with grapple fixtures, FSS latches, and trunnion fittings.

Before the Servicing Facility is in place, the SFHT will be stored attached to the truss assembly. As
discussed in Section 3.1.2.1, this storage location will require meteoroid and space debris protection

plus fluid and electrical umbilcal connections. The most frequent resupply operations (at 30-90 day
intervals) will involve experiments such as the MMPF/CPPF and l_ambda Point Facility located
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inside the U.S. Laboratory module. Therefore, it would be preferrable to locate the SFHT close to
the U.S. Laboratory to minimize u'ansfer line lengths and m0vcmcnt of the SFHT, provided that the
emergency and normal vent exits arc located in acceptable locations, the SFHT could be attached to
the truss assembly near the U.S. Laboratory with a transfer line running to an interface located inside
the pressurized area, as shown in Figure 3.13. If locating the SFHT close to the pressurized
modules proves to be unacceptable due to safety or geometrical constraints, then the SFHT would
have to be tranported to the U.S. Laboratory from an alternate truss storage location using the
MRMS.

Servicing of larger users such as the AXAF and SIRTF would require a servicing area on the truss
assembly with enough room to accommodate both the SFHT and the user spacecraft. The user could
be attached to the truss with flex lines connecting it with the tanker or it could be attached directly to
the SFHT interface as would bc done during an in-situ resupply operation (see Figttre 3.14).

Servicing of Astromag would involve moving the SFHT to Astromag's location provided that the
necessary utility connections arc available at the Astromag location. An aleternatc would be to leave
the SFHT attached to the MRMS for power and data handling.

RCrnQT(_Resuoolv Oocrations - One of the design requirements for the SFHT is that it be capable of

rcsupplying h_c-lium io a user at a remote orbital location. Such operations would be performed while
the SFHT is attached to the OMV. This requires the SFHT to incorporate structural and utility
connections for attaching to both the OMV and the user spacecraft.

Interfaces with the OMV were previously discussed in Section 3.1.2.1. In addition to these
interfaces, the SFHT would require a mechanism to dock to the user spacecraft and an automatic
coupler mating mechanism to attach the fluid and electrical couplers. A concept for replenishing
SIRTF with helium in-situ is shown in Figure 3.15. The front face of the SFHT would be
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equipped with a structural docking interface such as the FSS latches. A television camera and li.ght
system would be required to perform the docking procedure. Once docking is complete, the acuve
halfof theautomated couplermating mechanism would mate the fluidand electricalcouplers.Two

electrical connectors and two fluid couplers would satisfy mission success requirements. Power and
command and datahandlingwould be provided totheuserspacecraftfrom theOMV via the SFHT,

with the resupply process being monitored and controlled if necessary from the ground. Upon

m BERTHING AND
POSITIONING SYSTEM

Figure 3.15 SFHT/SIRTF In-Situ Automatic Resupply Interfaces

completion of the replenishment operations, the SFHT would be detached from the user spacecraft
and returned either to the Space Station or to the STS.

3.1.3 Fluid Transfer Techniques

3.1.3. I Tr'o,n_fer Techniques - An analysis was conducted to estimate the total SFHe mass venting
losses occurring during the transfer process. Various heating effects throughout the transfer
system were considered in calculating these vent losses. In the supply tank, both the parasitic heat
leak and the thermomechanical effect were used to calculate the vent loss. The transfer line heat

leak and the thermomechanical pump temperature rise were used to determine the thermal condition
of the transferred SFHe entering the receiver tank. Vent losses in the receiver tank included the
amount of helium vaporized to cool the transferred helium to the receiver tank temperature, and the
parasitic heat leak. The total vent loss was the sum of the supply and receiver tank vent mass.
Assumptions made in this analysis are as follows:

1 - Line Diameter = 1.27 and 1.91 cm

2 - Line Length = 4.6 m
3 - Storage Tank Volume = 6000 liters
4 - Storage and Receiver Tank Parasitic Heat Leaks = 0.2 watts
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5 - Total Transfer Line Heat Leak Including Two Disconnects, a Valve, and
the Transfer Line = 4.5 watts

6 - Fluid Transfer Rates - 500 and 1000 l/hr

7 - Receiver Tank Temperature = 1.5 K

The calculated SFHe mass and volume lost during the transfer are plotted in Figure 3.16 as a

function of storage tank temperature for flow rates of 500 and 1000 liters/hour, respectively. Each
plot presents data for transfer line diameters of 1.27 and 1.91 cm. For the low flow rate of 500
liters/hour, the vent losses for the two line diameters differ by less than 3 kg or 20 liters. At the

higher flow rate shown, the vent losses differed by approximately 10 kg or 69 liters. Neither of
these losses appear to be a major factor in sizing the storage tank volume. These data do indicate a
slight advantage in employing the larger transfer line diameter.

3.1.3.2 _ystem Cooldown - A re-evaluation of the cooldown process was made for a 0.75 inch
diameter transfer line. The transfer line length was assumed to be 15 feet. The method for

estimating the cooldown requirement, was an emp_cal teclmi.'.'que developed b.y Arthur D. Little,
Inc. (Reference 3.15). The transfer line configurauons consists of the following components:
emergency disconnect, shutoff valve, vacuum jacketed transfer line, and the helium disconnect.
All of these components are external to the helium tanker vacuum jacket and are assumed to be
initially at ambient temperature (300K). The mass of each component and its steady state heat leak
used in this analysis is presented below. It was assumed that the supeffluid_helium entered the
transfer line at a temperature of 1.8 K. The cooldown process was completed when the system
was cooled from the initial temperature of 300 K to 2.0 K. The results of the analysis indicated
that the time required to satisfy the above requirements was 1.1 hours. The amount of superfluid
helium to do the cooldown process was calculated to be 2.47 kg or 17.04 liters.

Mass Heat Leak

Comr_onent _ W_

Emergency Disconnect 1.36 (3.0) 0.5
Shutoff Valve 2.27 (5.0) 0.5
Transfer Line (Flexible) 3.18 (7.0) 2.3*
Helium Disconnect 13.61 (30.0) I._.22

Total 20.42 (45.0) 4.5

*Assumes 0.5 watt/m line length

3.1.3.3 R_eiver Dewar Fill - The SFHT must be designed to provide helium to a variety of user
systems requiring resupply in space. Consideration of the thermodynamics in the receiver tank
during transfer may be important in defining SFHT requirements, and may provide
reconmlendations for design of future systems that will require resupply. In most resupply
missions, the receiving Dewar will be cold, and will not be totally depleted of fluid. It is inevitable
that instances will occur where the fluid is totally depleted, and the system will have warmed to the

ambient temperature. It may also be necessary to supply systems for the first time in space.
Therefore, chilldown of the receiving vessel will be a requtrement before liquid can be wansferte&

One approach for tank chilldown is to evacuate the tank to space, then transfer a small quantity of
liquid and hold while heat transfers form the tank to the fluid. Repetition of this process a number
of times will cool the tank enough for transfer to begin. This method is complicated by diminished
heat transfer processes in low-g. Liquid injected into a warm tank willtend to splatter off the tank
wall, and the amount of vaporization that occurs in each contact is very small. Also, the heat sink

capacity due to vaporization is only a small fraction of the total available, and much more heat can
be absorbed by the vapor. Analysis of the cooldown process by injection of liquid is difficult
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because thelow-g mechanics arcnot adequatelyunderstood,but thisapproach isnot likelytobe

very effective in any event. The use of a cooldown heat exchanger on the tank wall (and probably
on thevapor cooled shields)willbe more effective,and alsoamenable toanalysis.An adequate

heatexchanger would assurefullutilizationofthe heatsinkcapacityof thecoolingfluid,and
would minimize cooldown time. This typeanalysishas been done forSIRTF but should be done

forallotherusersso thattotalfluidallocationcan be determined.

Ifliquidistransfenedintoan initiallyempty tank,partof the firstliquidtransferredwillvaporize,

establishinga thermodynamic balancebetween thetemperatureof the liquidand thetankpressure.

When thepressurereachesthevapor pressureof theenteringliquid,vaporizationwillcease. From

thispoint,thedecreasinggas volume requirescompression of thegas (withpressurerise)and/or
condensationofvapor. The same istruefora tankthatisinitiallypartlyfilled.Once themaximum

allowablepressureisreached,furtheru'ansferistotallydependent on condensationof the ullage.
The heatof condensationmust be absorbed intotheliquid.For normal cryogens,transferrateis

dependent on heattransfermechanics withintheliquidand theinterracialsurfaceareathattends to

decrease asfillprogresses.For superfluidhelium,however, therateof transferiseffectively

unlimitedbecause of theextremelyhighrateofheattransferwithintheliquid.

Transfer of superfluid helium is therefore less complex than transfer of normal fluids. It is
necessary in all cases to provide for the heat sink capacity for the condensation of the vapor, which
is normally achieved by subcooling of the entering liquid relative to the final required receiver tank
condition. If superfluid helium is transferred using the thermomechanical pump, the energy added
in the pump will increase the liquid transfer temperature above that in the supply tank, as will heat
leak encountered in the transfer line. Depending on supply tank storage, temperature and required
final delivered conditions, it will probably be necessary to cool the rccctver tank during transfer by

operation of a thermodynamic type vent, implemented using the porous plug phase separator.

3.1.4 Fluid Subsystem Desima

The SFHT mission will vary as user vehicle requirements vary, and cannot be programmed far in

advance. Ability to service a variety of user vehicles in any sequence is a desired capability. Basic
to this goal is the ability of the SFI-IT to maintain superfluid helium on orbit for a long period with
minimum boiloff losses. Another design goal is to minimize ground operations, particularly after
installation in the launch vehicle. This is of particular importance when the SFHT is launched

along with other payloads that will vary from flight to flight. These objectives have been
addressed, along with considerations of weight, cost, and complexity, in our trade studies and
analyses of the fluid system design.

3.1.4.1 Ground Servicin_ Concepts - The requirement to supply helium in its superfluid state to
user systems does not necessarily define the state of the fluid required at launch. If normal liquid
helium is launched, it can be converted on-orbit into superfluid by a venting process. Although
normal fluid would be simplest in terms of ground operations, it is not acceptable because of the

very large fraction that must be expended in this conversion process. It is therefore deemed a
requirement that the liquid be in the superfluid state. It is also necessary that the temperature be
sufficiendy below the lambda point to provide sufficient heat absorption capacity to prevent
normalization due to heating before the on-orbit venting system gains control. Tank pressure at
launch remains an option. The tank can be less than 100% filled, in which case the pressure will
be the vapor pressure corresponding to the liquid temperature. The tank can also be filled 100%

and pressurized.

Helium will be received at the launch site as normal fluid at near ambient pressure, and must be

converted either prior to, during, or after loading into the SFH. It seems clear that transfer of the
bulk of the liquid at superfluid temperature is an unnecessary complication as this would require
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maintaining the SFHT Dewar at a vacuum. Two methods were considered for conversion of the
fluid after transfenSng at about 4.22 K.

In the first, the tank is filled to near the full condition, and then a vacuum pump connected to the

tank ullage operates to reduce the pressure to about 12 Ton" or below (corresl_.nding to 1.8 K).
This initial operation will boil away at least 38% of the initial fill. The process is repeated by again

topping the tank with normal helium and pumping back to the desired pressure. A smaller fraction
is boiled away because of the lower starting temperature. The desired fill level (to 95% full or
more) can be achieved by repeating this process a number of times, as illustrated in Table 3.2. If a
very small ullage is desired, a different method for topping is desirable. One approach is to

generate superfluid helium externally, in small quantities, and top the tank by transferring

superfluid. Transfer could be.achieved using gravity fee_t., a centrifugfl pump,or.a
thermomechanical pump. This approach, however, requtres transtemng supernma through a
significant length of transfer line, and through at least one disconnect. Because the quantity to be
transferred is small, and the flow rate may also be low, the effect of heat leak through these

components is magnified, and this method of topping presents a major challenge to the designer of
the transfer equipment to achieve the required low heat leak.

Table 3.2 Conve_tion to Superfluid by Pumpdown

PR.k wrrH NORMAk HEIJUM - PUMP TANK TO COOL

MULTIPLE TOPPINGS REQUIRED
T

EXAMPLE E000 L TANK - PARASITIC HEAT LEAK NEGLECTED

OPERATION

INITIAL Fill TO g7%

GTY NORMAL HE

ADDED

1608 LBM

GTY REMAINING

WHEN 1.8K REACHED

1001 LBM

1478

111112

1787

1.1 (ss.:m)

TOP TO f7% 748

TOP TO g7% 338

TOP TO g7% 150

TOP TO 97% • - 67

The second approach provides an isolated cooling .system to convert all of the liquid, after initial fill
as normal fluid, as illustrated in the schematic diagram, Figure 3.17. Two-phase helium flows

through a heat exchanger inside the tank, and the vapor exiting this heat exch .anger proceeds.
through the three vapor cooled shields. The temperature of this coolant _s maintained sufficiently
below the temperature of the bulk liquid by maintaining the pressure at the corresponding value.
The pressure is regulated by control of the restriction at the inlet, the size of the vacuum pump, and
flow losses in the piping as determined by its diameters, length, and heat addition. This concept

permits the tank to be fined to a near full condition, and then cooled without any loss of fluid.
Topping can be accomplished with normal helium once the pressure goes below ambient (due to
cooling) without venting the tank. The final load condition can be saturated superfluid with any
desired ullage volume, or the tank can be totally filled and pressurized. The latter condition is
easier to achieve. The tank can be pressurized just before the temperature reaches the lamlxla point
(which could be accomplished with normal helium or with vapor) to near one atmosphere and
locked up. Because of the negative coefficient of thermal expansion the tank pressure will increase
as the fluid is further cooled. Similarly, the pressure will decrease during lockup without cooling

as the temperature increases. Loading the tank to leave a desired ullage volume requires an
accurate method for determining the liquid level, and possibly a means for offloading to adjust the
level.
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The independent cooling system offers other advantages. No flight valves need be operated once
the final topping is accomplished, and the tank contents are never disturbed. The coolant flow rate
can be increased above the required rate to further cool the fluid, and to overcool the vapor cooled
shields and multilayer insulation. Overcooling provides added heat sink capability to increase the
hold time possible when the system must be locked up and isolated from the ground servicing
facility. In case of a long launch delay with the system locked up, the servicing facility can be
reconnected in place and the fluid can be restored to the launch ready condition without disturbing
the loaded fluid. The servicing facility consists basically of a relatively small (-750 L) Dewar of
normal helium and a vacuum pump. We have selected this concept as our baseline. We also
recommend pressurizing the SFHT Dewar to about 1.5 atmospheres at launch, primarily to
simplify ground operations, but this is an option that is independent of the cooling approach.

In operation of the isolated cooling system, the flowrate and pressure in the heat exchanger are
progressively decreased as the tank is cooled down. This must be accomplished by reducing the
size of the flow restrictor at the irdet to the tank heat exchanger. The preferred approach is to use a
stepper-motor-driven throttle valve, but this function could be accomplished by use of several fixed
restrictors and selector valves. As the helium approaches the final temperature, the flow rate
decreases to as low as 0.3 I/hour. At such a low flow rate, the heat leak in the normal helium
supply line would vaporize most of the liquid. It is therefore necessary to increase the flow
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Figure 3.17 Schematic of Baseline Superfluid HeLium Tanker

sufficiently to supply liquid to the heat exchanger. This is facilitated by use of a liquid-vapor
separator ("keep full") near the restrictor. Vapor from the keepfull is vented through a heat
exchanger on the first vapor cooled shield to an ambient vent. By keeping the inner shield colder
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than normal, a portion of this excess helium benefits the cooldown process. This process has been
modeled and results indicate that cooldown to 1.8 K can be achieved in three weeks or less, using

the preliminary assumptions of a 250 cfm vacuum pump and 1/2 in. diameter heat exchanger

mbing.

A ground hold requirement is the ability for the SFHT to be disconnected from all external support
during lockup periods that include transportation to the assembly area and normal and extended
launch delays. The helium must remain below the lambda point, and desirably somewhat lower to
account for anomalies. In our baseline thermal protection and management system design, the on-
orbit heat leak with the vent system operating is approximately 0.18 W. The steady state heat leak
without venting is more than 30 times as great, or about 5.5 W. However, the time constant for
this system is many days, and transient analyses performed using the CSAM computer program
show the following results, starting at 1.6 K.

Overcooling Relative
to Space Vent

Days to Reach Indicated
Launch Temperature

1.9K 2.0K 2.1K

none 6 7.5 9
125% offlowrate 8.5 10.25 12
150_ of flow rate 9.5 11 13
175% of flow rate 11 12.5 14.5
double nominal flow rate 11.5 13 15

These results indicate a more than adequate hold time for the proposed configuration. An approach
considered to assure adequate lockup capability is to incorporate a small guard tank inside the
insulation, either integral with or thermally connected to the inner vapor cooled shield. This tank
would vent at ambient temperature, and would hold the inner VCS temperature to below 5 K,
resulting in an almost negligible heat leak to the inner vessel. This option is attractive but does not

appear to be required.

3.1.4.2 Fhli4 Storage and Maintenance - Following proven principles for design of cryogenic
storage systems, we have established a baseline design for thermal protection and management.
Our baseline is represented in Figure 3.17. Three vapor cooled shields intercept heat leak through
the multilayer insulation. A total of 2.6 in (approximately 73 layers) of insulation is assembled
onto each of the three shields in the approximate ratio of 11, 25, and 37 layers from the inner to
outer shields. No MLI is installed between the tank and the first shield. Rather, care is taken to

insure that the emissivity of the tank and shield surfaces is kept low (- 0.035), by application of
reflective tape. This arrangement reduces the net heat leak by about 15% as opposed to installing
the same total number of layers in all four spaces because it increases the thickness of MLI in the
outer (warmer) regions where it is more effective (relative to radiation between two surfaces).

In a low-g environment, it is difficult and probably impracticalto locate a vent so that vapor only
can be withdrawn from a tank. Techniques are well established, however, for acquiring liquid by
capillary devices using surface tension forces. The thermodynamic vent concept provides for
pressure control of a cryogenic storage vessel by admitting liquid to a vent system. The system
proposed for normal cryogens draws liquid from the capillary acquisition device. The liquid flow
through a pressure reduction device into a tank heat exchanger, in the same manner discussed
above for our helium conditioning system. After pressure reduction, part of the fluid vaporizes,
cooling the remainder to the saturation temperature corresponding to the pressure int he heat
exchanger. This liquid vaporizes, withdrawing liquid from the tank and thereby negating the effect
of heat leak. From the tank heat exchanger, the cold vapor flows through the heat exchangers on
the vapor cooled shields, intercepting a large part of the inflowing heat, and to the vacuum of
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space. The vapor cooled shieldsare thermallystrappedtotie-pointson the tank supports,piping,

and wires, to similarly intercept heat leakingthrough these components.

The properties of superfluid helium permit a simplification of the thermodynamic vent system. A
porous plug, designed to permit a very small flow of normal component helium, is installed in the
system so as to be in series with the liquid and the vent leading from the tank. Flow of the normal
component fluid results in vaporization at the down stream side where pressure is reduced. The
vaporizationof partof the liquidresultsincoolingthe remainder tobelow the lambda point.
Because of thelackof viscosityofthe superfluidcomponent, itflows back through theplug tothe

extent of equilibrating the concentration of both sides. The reset is an effective replacement for
both the tank heat exchanger and the pressure reduction device. This concept, called the porous
plug phase separator,has been proven inthelaboratoryand inspace storageof supenquid helium

(re.AS& IRr).

Because our designincludesthetankheatexchanger and pressurereducer,the use of a

conventionalTVS designisalsoan option.Disadvantages of theporous plug phase separator
includetheneed forrelativelyaccurateknowledge of heatloadinorderto slzethedevice,the

possibilityforflooding,and lackofcontrolcapability.Advantages of theconventionalsystem
includethe abilityforthecontrolsystem toadjustforchanges inload conditions,includingshut-

off.Simplicityofthe plug system and itsproven flightrecordweigh initsfavorand thisconcept
isrecommended asour baseline.

The vent system has been analyzed using our TVS optimization computer program. In this
program, a steadystateheatbalanceisperformed repeatedly.,varyingthe distributionof MLI and

lengthof the supports,pipes,and wires between coolingpoints,untilan optimum configurationis
found. Totalheatleakforthe system is0.175 wattsunder steadyspace operatingconditions(but

with a 300 K vacuum jacket temperature). Steady state heat leak for the same conditions without

venting (lockup) is 5.5 watts. This program has also been used to evaluate the sensitivities of
results to various design parameters. Figure 3.18 shows the effect of MLI thickness, number of
vapor cooled shields, and number of spaces (from the inside) without MLI. Figure 3.19 shows
the sensitivity of system performance to external (vacuum jacke0 temperature. These results point
out that if required, overall performance of both space boiloff and pad hold time while locked up
can be improved by inca'easing the MLI thickness and/or adding a vapor cooled shield. Care must
be taken, however, in increasing the thickness of individual MLI blankets, since there is a tendency
for degradation of performance as thickness inerrxtses due to compaction, bunching, etc. It may be
more practical to add both a shieldand more MLI if better performance is required.
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3.1.4.3 Fluid Aeouisition Design - The pref_'r_ design was described and shown (Figure 4.18)

in the Interim Progress Report of February 1988. It uses four separate channels (or galleries)
joined at the mid-plane of the tank by a single, circumferential channel. The channel arrangement
provides intimate contact with the bulk liquid under any of the probable acceleration vectors. Each
channel has a cross-sectional flow area 3.0 inch x 0.75 inch, and incorporates a single layer of 325

x 2300 mesh, double-twilled screen on the 3.0-inch wide wall nearest the tank wall.

The channel dimensions were selected assuming that only one channel is in contact with the bulk

liquid during draining at 1,000 L/h under an adverse g-condition of 10--4go. The storage
temperature used in the selection process was the lambda point. Based on recent in-house IRAD
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tests, a design factor of 2 was used on the bubble point, i.e., the total pressure difference the
screen can stabilize to prevent vapor ingestion is 0.00580 psi. The effect of the acceleration
magnitude on the screen flow area is presented in Table 3.3. As seen, the screen surface area

required by the hulk liquid to enter the single channel and assure single-phase flow increases with
the magnitude of the acceleration vector. The conventional Armour and Cannon approach to screen
entrance losses was used to determine this term in the equation, and appears to be conservative
based on the recent data of Van Sciver (Reference 3.13). The requirement is considered to be
minimal. As a result, there will be little or no residuals except for the channels themselves.

3.1.4.4 Emergency Venting - Loss of vacuum can drastically increase heat leak to the SFHT
helium vessel, w_ch would result in catastrophic failure if adequate emergency vent capability is

not provided. Two modes for loss of vacuum are considered. The first is internal leakage of
helium vapor into the vacuum annulus. Only a near microscopic helium leak will change the
insulation heat transfer mode to gas conduction, with several orders of magnitude increase in heat
leak. Internal helium leakage can occur at any time, and therefore must be considered both in space
and under one-g conditions. Leakage of atmospheric air due to damage to the vacuum jacket (the
second mode) could cause even greater heating, depending on the size of the air leak, by
condensing air on the cold tank.

If anomolous heating occurs in space, there is no assurance that gas or low density fluid would be
in the vicinity of the vent exit. This introduces another adverse condition, in that the heating must
be assumed to create stratification, or worst case volumetric vent requirements. At the same time,

if liquid or high density fluid must be vented, this results in the greatest pressure loss for a given
volumetric relief rate. The same assumptions must be made, however, for ground conditions if the
tank is totally full, or containing only a percent or two ullage. The agitation caused by high heating
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Table3.3 AccelerationEffecton Screen Surface Flow Area (Channel Dimension: 3.0 x 0.75 in)

Adverse Acceleration,g/go

Hydrostatic AP, psi
Frictional AP, psi

Dynamic AP, psi
ScreenEntrance AP, psi

TotalAP*

Screen SurfaceArea, sq.in.

Screen Length, in.

105

0.00001
0.00014
0.00039
0.00526

0.00580

10.0
3.3

10
0.00005
0.00014
0.00039
0.00522

0.00580

10.3
3.4

103 10 2

0.00051 0.00507
0.00014 0.00014
0.00039 0.00039
0.00476 0.00020

0.00580 0.00580

11.0 19.7
3.7 6.6

*AP = B.P./2

rates, combined with the low density of helium, will result in at least significant slug flow at the
beginning of the vent. It is noted that the first response to loss of vacuum is uniform distribution
of heat through the supeffluid with no increase in pressure (pressure will decrease if the tank is
initially pressurized) because of the high heat transport characteristics. Once the lambda point is
reached, however, the high heating rate will result in stratification that tends to maximize pressure
rise. We know of no logic that suggests that anomolous heating will be uniformly distributed
throughout the fluid, minimizing the rate of pressure rise and mass vent rate necessary.

We have performed analyses using worst case models for stratification, and liquid density in the
vent line. A maximum tank pressure of 80 psia has been assumed as the design point for
maximum vent flow. A vent rate of 2.22 Ibm/see is estimated for the space anomaly case, with

heating caused by conduction through helium vapor. A 7/8 inch vent line (to the 2 inch facility
vent) will handle this flow. Our approach is to consider this the primary emergency vent criteria,
and to determine the size of air leak into the vacuum jacket that can be tolerated. That leak is

determined to be equivalent to a 0.74 inch orifice. However, to increase the ability for the
emergency vent to handle larger air leaks, we propose to install a thin layer (1/4 to 1/2 inch) of a
conventional (non-vacuum) insulation to limit the ability for air to condense. When air is prevented

from condensing on the tank, then the heat leak resorts to conduction of air in the MLI blankets,
and convection elsewhere, which is no worse than the helium vapor case. A closed cell foam such
as used on the Shuttle External Tank would perform this function, but may result in excessive

outgassing in a vacuum jacketed system. The tank mounted insulation would also be wrapped
with reflective tape to reduce its emissivity. We are investigating materials for this purpose.

Cork would appear to be an attractive candidate insulation material. It is relatively light and has a
low thermal conductivity. However, it would likely need to be sealed to prevent condensation of
air within the voids. Martin Marietta investigated the use of cork as a cryogenic insulation that

would also have good high tcmperange characteristics in the 1960s. Results from tests performed
indicated a tendency for the cork to break up due to differential thermal contraction, and in the form
that it was tested, it did not appear to be acceptable. Experiments using ground cork in an epoxy
carrier as a trowellable insulation were more favorable. An outgrowth of this investigation is

Martin Marietta's Super Light Ablative (SLA-561). This material is cork in a silicone matrix, and it
is used on the Shuttle External Tank in a number of places that are exposed to high heating. An
experimental material now being developed by Martin Marietta as aircraft thermal insulation is also
being investigated. It will have a lower density, but slightly higher thermal conductivity than
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SLA-561. These materials are expected to have acceptable characteristics for this application, and
should withstand the low temperature without failure. They can be sprayed on, coated with a
sealer, sanded to achieve a suitable surface for the reflective tape, and should not have excessive

outgassing characteristics.

Our analysis shows that a layer, about 1/4 to 3/8 inch thick, of one of these mateiSals, will limit the
maximum heatingratedue toan unlimitedairleaktothatof theinternalhelium leak.In addition,

heating from the internal leak is also reduced, and the vent line can be reduced to a 7/8 inch tube.
Redundancy vents will connect into the 2 inch generic vent lines on either side of the Shuttle,
providing 100% backup for pressure relief in the event of vacuum failure.

3.1.5 Structural/Mechanical/Thermal Control Subsystem Desian

The stnactural/mechanical and thermal control subsystem design features are discussed in this

section. These subsystem designs were configured to permit launch compatibility with both shuttle
and ELV launches, and use of the SFHT as a space station depot or with the OMV, as well as

servicing from the Shuttle.

3.1.5.1 Structural/Mechanical Subsystem - The SFHT is being designed with the versatility to be

launched either on the space shuttle (STS) or on an expendable launch vehicle (ELV), in which
case it could be returned on the STS. The STS scenario includes the Dew_ vacuum jacket

structure, an OMV adapter, a spacecraft adapter for docking with the user on orbit, and a cradle
that supports the SFHT in the cargo bay. The ELV scenario includes the Dewar vacuum jacket
structure, OMV and spacecraft adapter structures, and an ELV adapter, all of which fits into the
108 inch diameter envelope of the Delta. When the SFHT is launched on an ELV, a cradle will
have to be launched simultaneously for SFHT return to Earth. The SFHT structural support

concept and the transport cradle are shown in Figure 3.20. All the structure shown is aluminum
although approximately 50 pounds could be saved by using graphite/epoxy struts for the adapters
instead of aluminum. A smiles model has been developed of the Dewar tank and support trusses.

This is shown in Figure 3.21.

The vacuum jacket structure weighs approximately 1290 unds, although roughly 150 pounds
could be saved by using a more expensive chern-miUed _ structure which would require

development testing. The two hemispheres (wall thickness t = 0.125 inches) are sized for
collapse, and to support valving and vapor-cooled shields. A short cylindrical barrel (wall
thickness t = 0.188 inches) connects the two hemispheres. Longerons are machined into the barrel
to transfer axial load from one ring at the aft end of the barrel to a similar ring at the other end. The

rings are key to the structure in that they support the inner Dewar, stiffen the vacuum jacket, hold
five pins that attach to the cradle, interface with the OMV adapter and the spacecraft adapter, and

support an avionics platform.

The Orbital Maneuvering Vehicle (OMV) adapter weighs approximately 283 pounds. It mounts to
the forward ring with six struts that separate FSS/OMV latches from the hemisphere. At the
forward end the struts attach at 3 places to a machined triangular frame, on which the latches and
two RMS grapple fixtures are mounted. Note that the latches make up 67% of the subsystem

weight.

On the aft end of the Dewar vacuum jacket is mounted the spacecraft adapter, weighing 328
pounds. It is sized for ELV loads since it connects the vacuum jacket to the ELV adapter. Twelve
struts space the aft ring from the vacuum jacket. Six separation fittings and three FSS fittings are
attached to this ring. Additional equipment, including tool boxes, are mounted on this truss.
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The ELV adapter, which stays with the ELV after separation, interfaces at six points to the
spacecraft truss. This will be a mechanical, as well as electrical, separation. It weighs 138 pounds
and can be built to adapt to any ELV interface diameter and number of discrete attachment points.

A Delta adapter is shown in the sketch.

Finally, the transport cradle will be mounted in the Orbiter to support the SFHT at four longeron
and one keel latch. Each of these fittings weighs 44 pounds. The transport cradle itself also
mounts to the Orbiter with four longeron and one keel fitting. The cradle weighs approximately

1200 pounds based on similar designs we've fabricated and qualified.

The total structmal weights for various launch options, using the individual adapter and vacuum
jacket weights listed above, arc:

3239 pounds for ELV launch and STS return,
3101 pounds for STS launch and STS return,
2039 pounds for ELV launch (single use SFHT).

3.1.5.2 Thermal Control Subsystem - A thermal control design has been selected to be compatible
with the Orbiter, OMV, and Space Station. The design allows flexibility in orientation so that
mission constraints imposed by other vehicles do not occur. The table below presents the derived
thermal control requirements which were used for the thermal control subsystem conceptual

design.
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Thermal Requirements Summary for SFHT

,_,a.v.l.u_m.tml
Orbiter Payload Bey - 250 nmi to 270 nmi, Attitudes per ICD 2-19001 Including 30 minutes

facing direct sun, 90 minutes facing deep space

Space Station - 250 nmi, Meteoroid shielded enclosure, avg. internal
radiative environment ,cOoC (goal)

OMV Operations - 250 nmi to 486 nml, No attitude constraints Imposed on OMV by SFHT
Sun Angle (Beta Range) - Mission dependent, use 0 ° to 90 ° for design
Atomic Oxygen Fluence - Mission dependent, use resistant materials and coatings

Eouioment Teml:)erature Limits (Fllaht Allowables)

Avionics Components: -10 °C to 45 °C
Battery: -18 °C to 32 °C
Dewar Exterior: Provide low temperature environment with low risk, peesivs approach

Hot Case Design:
Cold Case Design:

201 W orbital avg. (Includes 20% margin)
20 W orbital avg.

Thermal Deslan Criteria

Heater Power Margins - Design for a 50% margin at lowest predicted temperature and 26 V source
Heater Redundancy - Heater elements will be redundant and each element will have at least two

thermostats In series. The primary and secondary circuits will have different

temperature set-points. One heater failed "on" will no overheat the vehicle.
Temperature Predictions - Shall be 10oc inside equipment acceptance temperature range. Heaters

or active control allows predictions to be equal to acceptance temperatures.

Thermal Control Conceot - The key features of our thermal control concept arc shown in

Figure 3.22. The extcrr:al surfaces on the Dewar and its supporting structure are painted white to
limit their temperanu_ excursions in the orbital environments. The avionics equipment is enclosed
in two thermally controlled spaces covered with multilayer insulation. Temperature control in these

spaces is provided by a movable shade which varies the equipment bascp.late's view to space in
response to a temperanuc sensor. This approach allows the avionics eqmpment to operate over a
wide range of orbital environments. The shade was selected over louvers to allow efficient
operation under conditions of direct solar input.

Dewar Ext_'ior Thermal Control - White paint was selected for the external surfaces of the Dewar

and its supporting structure. Alternatives include adding additional MLI shields and/or second
surface coatings such as optical solar reflectors (OSRs) and silverized teflon. Preliminary analyses
of these options indicated that the benefits of these measures (e.g., reduced Dewar surface
temperatures) did not justify their added cost and weight impacts.

White paints can provide solar absorptivity-to-emissivity ratios in the range of 0.3 to 0.5 while
OSRs and silverized teflon can achieve values below 0.1. For low Earth orbit heat fluxes, this

results in average surface temperatures (for the specific case of a nadir-pointed cylinder) ranging
from 235 K for white paint to 225 K for the second surface coatings. The savings in helium
boiloff for the short duration SFI-IT missions does not offset the cost and weight associated with

OSRs or second surface coatings.
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For longerdurationstorage conditions (e.g., attached to the space station) the SFHT will be parked
in an meteoroid protection enclosure that will provide effective shiclcling from solar inputs. This
situationagain negatestheneed forhighperformance externalDewar surfaces.

AviQnies Thermal Control - The high dissipation electronics will be packaged within two thermal
control volumes insulated with MLI. Heaters will maintain temperatures above lower limits and a

thermalshade willprovidetemperatme controlby varyingtheview to space of theequipment

baseplate.The controlvolumes aredesigned to I)allow fullpower avionicsoperationin a hot
environrncntwith directsolarinputtotheheatrejectionsurface,and 2) tominimize heaterpower in

a cold,deep spaceenvironment with no externalheatfluxes.

Louvers were compared with the thermal shade approach in an analysis which determined heat

rejection areas and heater power. The avionics equipment was assumed to operate over the range
of - 10°C to 45°C. Both devices were assumed to be totally closed at 0°C and to be full open at
27°C. The equipment baseplate was covered with 5-rail silverized teflon.

Results of the study indicated each volume required radiator areas of 6.8 ft2 per 100 W for louvers

and 4.2 ft2 for a thermal shade. The heater power to offset the loss through the louvers in the cold
case was 19 W for each avionics space compared with 6.3 W for the thermal shade concept.

Preliminary weight for both approaches is estimated to be 12 pounds.

The thermal shade has been selected as the preferred approach at this point in the conceptual
design, although additional effort is needed to assess cost, reliability and detailed packaging

considerations. Two large thermal shades (18 ft2 and 12.5 ft2 ) have been flight-qualified by
Martin Marietta on a defense program. Additional development would be required to scale the
existing design down to the SFHT requirements.

Louvers are flight-proven devices with a heritage of high reliability and well understood
manufacturing processes. The louvered approach could be easily implemented if the additional
area (and mass) can be allocated in the detailed design phase.

Our analysis indicates that nominal orbiter bay temperatures will range from -73°C to -4°C when

the bay is not directly viewing the sun. This is an acceptable environment for all the external
elements of the tanker. The two avionics spaces will be located on the tanker structure adjacent to
the orbiter doors to maximaz" c the shade's view to space. Electrical heaters and thermostats will be
used to maintain minimum allowable temperatures. Since no safety issues are present in the
thermal control subsystem, a two-fault system is not required.

External Plumbing - Temperatures of exposed plumbing (valves, vents, lines, etc.) must be
controlled to minimize their heat leak. If these components arc maintained at 300 K or lower, their
heat leak contribution to the 200 K shield is less than 1%. Encapsulating pipes together under a

single thermal surface with multilayer insulation will minimize heat gain to the helium tank. White
exterior surfaces will minimize temperature due to solar exposure. As mentioned previously, some
lines and components will already be covered by foam insulation or a vacuum jacket and thus will

not need further temperature control.

Thermal Comvonents - Standard components which arc space qualified arc available for this
design. The thermal shade, which is somewhat unique, has been flight qualified on another Martin
Marietta program. Film heaters of etched nichrome metal laminated between Kapton film will be
used. Mechanical thermostats will be used with an arc surpmssion circuit on each thermostat to
assure long life. The insulation blanketson the two avionicsvolumes willbe comprised of double

aluminized Mylar film,Dacron net spacers,filtercloth,Kapton facing,and Gortex Ortho cloth.

The Mylar willhave an acrylicovercoattoprotectthealuminizationfrom water vapor damage
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which can be experienced during earth atmosphere return. The exterior Gortex Ortho cloth was

selected because of its optical properties (cce =. 18/.84) and its toughness. Standard stitching and

grounding straps will be used.

The design of the thermal shade is shown in Figure 3.22. The electronic mounting structure is
covered with the sflverized teflon to maintain a low temperature in a solar environment. The shade

is similar to two curtin shades roUed upon each side of the mounting plate. When the plate cools
during reduced power modes, a stepper motor pulls the shade closed. The stainless steel shade is
highly polished internally which hinders radiation transfer. The shade is puUed further closed with
additional reductions in mounting plate temperana_. The exterior surface of the curtin is coated
with a 1000 angstrom aluminum protected by silicon oxide to limit its temperatta_ in a solar
environment. The two rollers are cabled together such that both close equally. The motor control

is activated by temperature sensors in the mounting plate.

3.1.6 Avionics Subsystem Desima

3.1.6.1 _ - To properly monitor and maintain the superfluid helium in its desired
state, both on the ground and during a refueling operation on orbit, the tanker must provide the
capability to accurately monitor the temperature, pressure, and mass of the liquid. To accomplish
this the instrumentation baselined for the SHOOT experiment is basclined for the supcrfluid helium
tanker. The particular sensors identified for the SHOOT experiment provide the accuracy necessary
to manage the fluid in storage and during a refueling process as well as providing a proven desi .gn
concept certified with flight experience. A list of insmanentation within the tanker fluid system xs
provided in Table 3.4; Figure 3.23 indicates sensor position.

Temperature measurements will be obtained with Germanium Resistance Thermometers (GRT)
and Platinum Resistance Theimometers (PRT). The GRTs provide excellent accuracy in the
temperature range of superfluid helium (1.3K to 2.1K) and will be used to monitor liquid
temperature up to 40K. To monitor the temperature of subsystems or subelements above 40K,
PRTs will be utilized. Each GRT and PRT will be in a four wire configuration, two wires for

excitation and two wires for sensor output. We propose using the Temperature and Pressure
Measurement System (TPMS) units developed for the SHOOT experiment to provide the excitation
and monitor the sensors. Excitation wiU be multiplexed to the GRTs and PRTs to prevent

excessive heat input to the liquid. Multiple sensors will be provided to ensure system reliability.

Pressure measurements will be performed using a diaphragm-type differential pressure sensor. The

diaphragm is of steel construction which allows usage of the press.aye sensors in. a .cryogenic
environment. Each pressure sensor will be in a four wire configurauon _th excxtauon and sensor
monitoring being performed by the TPMS units. Due to the construction of the pressure sensor
diaphragms, the excitation will be provided by an AC voltage source. Multiple sensors are
provided to ensure system reliability

Liquid mass will be determined by inputting a heat pulse into the helium and monitoring sclected
GRTs to determine the change in temperature. The rise in temperature is then related to liquid mass
through the helium specific heat characteristics. This technique is proven and provides the desired

accuracy to know liquid mass; it is being specified by the SHOOT e .xpedrnent for determining
liquid mass. GRT excitation and monitoring will be via the TPMS umts as described for the

temperature sensors. Only one GRT is required to determine the liquid mass; to ensure system
reliabilitymultiple sensors are included.

Determining the mass of the liquid while on the ground will require the use of superconducting
wire probes. This technique is restricted to ground usage for loading and storage. In a zero-g
environment the superfluid liquid may deposit a film on the wires inhibiting accurate mass
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Table 3.4
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F7 gnd mfrigcxhan_ press 0-20 Torr

Gnd rdzigline 0-3ATM
I'8 supplypressure

P9 fill/drain line press 0-3 Tort
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readings. A constant current excitat/on will be supplied by the TPMS units. The mass of the liquid
will be determined by monitoring the voltage drop across the superconducting wires. The voltage
is then _lated to the mass of liquid in the tanker.

How measurements will be provided by redundant venturi flow meters. Each flow meter has two
differential pressure sensors for redundancy. The rate of liquid flow through the meter is correlated
to the data from the pressure sensors. Excitation and monitoring of the flow meter pressure sensors
will be via the TPMS units as described for the pressure sensors.

3.1.6.2 Tanker Avionics Subsystems - The SFHT avionics subsystem is designed to provide the

capability to command, control, and monitor the SFHT during a superfluid helium resupply
mission. The design requirements as referenced from the System Requirements Document are as
follows:

a) Provide electrical interfaces to the receiving satellite and to the Orbiter. These interfaces
include power, command, and control and monitoring.

b) Provide power distribution, control, and monitoring for both SFHT and the user
satellite

c) Provide valve control and monitoring for both SFHT and the satellite
d) Provide control and monitoring of mechanisms associated with berthing and emergency

separation
e) Provide instrumentation as required to operate and monitor SFHT

f) Provide signal conditioning of SFHT and satellite data
g) Provide the man-machine interface for crew control of the resupply operation from the

Aft Flight Deck of the Orbiter. The man-machine interface includes provisions for

operator inputs, alphanumeric and graphic displays of SFHT and satellite data, and
caution and warning data displays and annunclanon

The interface to a user satellite will incorporate the capability to monitor and control the satellite in a
powered-up or powered-down condition. Figure 3.24 shows interfaces configured for the S1RTF
satellite. The interfaces were discussed with Ames Research Center personnel working SIRTF. If

SIRTF is in a powered-down condition the interface provides power, commands, and monitoring
capability of the SIRTF. Power to the satellite will be 250 watts maximum, switch-controned by
the crew in the AFD. Discrete commands, bilevel monitors, and analog monitors are provided to
control and monitor a limited number of satellite subsystems. Commands are actuated by the crew
with satellite data displayed on touch-screen displays in the AFD. A serial link (1553B) is available
to the satellite. This provides the satellite the capability to transmit system status to the tanker
instead of being limited to a few monitoring channels. If SIRTF is in a powered-up condition all
communication between the tanker and the satellite occurs through the serial interface. The tanker

will transmit commands to the satellite command system, where the satellite will control its own
subsystems. Monitoring of satellite data will be collected by the tanker, processed, and displayed
on the AFD displays. No power will be provided to the satellite.

s_ the interface between the tanker and the satellite can be accomplished by requiring that:
1) plifyingthesatellite operate off its own power source, and 2) the satellite provide control of its own fluid

subelements. Figure 3.24 shows the simplified tanker-to-satellite interface. The serial link (1553)
provides a path for commands and data between the tanker and satellite. Commands to the satellite
can be uplinked or stored within the tanker CPUs memory. Data is collected by the satellite and
transmitted to the tanker for processing and/or downlinked to the ground. In this simplified
approach the command and monitoring interface is less complex and wire count is reduced. The
tanker CPUs will verify all satellite bound commands to ensure mission success and safety but
otherwise remain transparent to the satellite. The discrete data in the interface is required to
determine proper mating of the electrical connectors in the tanker-to-satellite interface.
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Figure 3.24 SFHT-Spacecraft Avionics Interfaces

The SFHT avionics is divided into two sections, AFD subsystem and Tanker (cargo bay)
subsystem. Figure 3.25 shows a block diagram for the SFHT flight system, assuming that we
retain much of the redundancy and fault tolerance put into the OSCRS avionics design.

The AFD subsystem provides the man-machine interface for crew monitoring and control of the
resupply operation. The subsystem is triple redundant and provides two fault tolerance to
commanding and monitoring SFHT and the satellite. The displays are flat panel color displays with
touch-screen command capability. The crew will control the resupply process by actuating
commands from the touch-screens. Each CPU wiU process and relay the commands to the tanker
subsystem through a dedicated serial interface (RS422). Command actuation wiU be a two stage
process (validate/correct) before relaying the command to the tanker. This will prevent any
inadvertent valve operations by the crew.

Monitoring of SFHT and satellite data, and providing the information to the crew, is controlled by
the CPUs. The CPUs acquire data from the tanker subsystem through the serial interface, and
process the data and control the display of data on the three flat panel displays. Intrafacing will
exist between the CPUs for sharing of SFHT and satellite data, and CPU housekeeping data. This
provides the capability to warn the crew of a CPU malfunction if one of the CPUs is having

difficulty. The crew can then take the necessary action to correct the problem or shut down the
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Figure 3.25 SFHT Avionics System Diagram Assuming Maximum Commonality with OSCRS
Avionics
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problem CPU. The CPUs will provide caudon and warning of any tanker or samllim parameters
that may be Out-of-limits and display the data to the crew.

Orbiter interfaces requizcd by the AFD subsystem arc the Payload Data Interleaver (PDI) and the
Multiplexer Dcmuldplexer (MDM). The PDI will be utilized for downlinldng data. Two channels
arc required; a primary channel for real dine data, and a secondary charmel for stored data. The
MDM interface provides an opdonal interface to the Orbiter General Purpose Computer (GPC).
Mass storage is provided in the event of loss of signal to the ground by the Orbiter.

Power to the AFD subsystem will be two fault tolerant. Main Orbiter power for mission success,
Aux power for mission safety, and battery backup in the event of Loss-of-Service from the
Orbiter. The battery is required to provide the crew the capability to control the actuation of tanker
pyrotechnic devices to activate the emergency disconnects to ensure satellite - tanker separation.
Table 3.5 gives a list of power requirements and weight and dimensions for the AFD avionics.

Table 3.5 SFI-rr Avionics Configuration and Weight Summary

ITEM

COMPUTER

DISPLAY(3)

MASS STORAGE

TOTAL

AVG. PWR
(WATTS)

150

15

24

189

PEAK PWR
(WATTS)

213

15

24

252

WEIGHT

40

15

10.4

65.4

DIMENSIONS
(CUBIC INCHES)"

2808

427.5

300

3535.5
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The tanker subsystem provides the control and monitoring interface to the tanker subsystems and
the satellite. The tanker avionics subsystem is triple redundant and provides two fault tolerance to
counnanding and monitoring the satellite and safety cridcal subelements within the tanker. The
tanker avionics subsystem will be one fault tolerant to non-safety critical subelements to ensure
mission success. Intrafacing will exist between the CPUs for sharing of SFHT and satellite data
and CPU housekeeping data. This provides the capability to warn the crew of a CPU malfunction.
Power to the tanker subsystem will meet the same requirements as those for the AFD subsystem;
i.e., Main Orbiter power for mission success, Aux power for mission safety, and battery backup
for Loss-of-Service.

Control and monitoring of the tanker valves and sensors will be performed by electronic units
developed for the SHOOT experiment. The Temperature Pressure Measurement System (TPMS)

will provide excitation, monitoring, and data processing for the temperature and pressure sensors
Within the tanker and satellite fluid system. The Heater, Level detector, and Valve control System
(I-ILVS) will provide control and data monitoring for valves and heaters. Both units interface with
the tanker CPUs for command and data interactions via a serial link (RS422). The TPMS and

HLVS provide the required capability to interface, control and monitor tanker elements.
Interfacing to the tanker requires no added hardware (except for cabling), and the units will be
flight qualified by the SHOOT experiment. Table 3.6 gives a list of power requirements and weight
and dimensions for the tanker avionics.

Table 3.6 SFHT Avionics Power Summary

ITEM

COMPUTER(3)

PWR DIST UNIT

TPMS

HLVS

THERMOMECH
PUMPS

MASS GAUGING

VALVES

BATTERY

TOTAL

AVG. PWR
(WATTS)

60

6

50

60

4O

4O

256

PEAK PWR
(WATTS)

180

15

50

240

40

40

14

579

WEIGHT

63

26

60

200

16

365

DIMENSIONS
(CUBIC INCHES)

3959

1620

1568

5888

240

13275

3.1.6.3 SFHT/OSCRS Avionics Commonality - The SFHT avionics discussed in the previous
section were derived from the OSCRS avionics. The two tankers handle different fluids but the

requirements on avionics to control and monitor each tanker are similar. Figure 3.26 shows the
tanker module AFD and cargo bay package that can remain common for both the OSCRS and
SFHT tankers. The common tanker avionics exist from the orbiter AFD to the tanker CPUs. The

two block diagrams on the right of the figure show the SFHT and OSCRS add-on modules that
will interface with the standard tanker module interface. This part can be considered as an add-on
module that completes the tanker avionic system. Common avionics shortens Orbiter crew training
and provides an interface that becomes familiar to the crew. Hardware is standardized. Software
can be developed in a modular fashion. A common software package can provide control of the
common avionics with a software add-on packet that provides commands and data processing and

display control that are unique to each tanker.
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Figure 3.26 SFHT/OSCRS Common Avionics

Since the Challenger accident, NASA-JSC safety and mission integration has reassessed the
desirability of having all safety-critical operations be monitored and controlled by the GPC. In
Section 3.1.6.5, we address how the overall avionics of the SFHT can be simplified if we use the
GPC interface and don't try to maximize commonality with the OSCRS avionics concept. This is

possible because the SH-1T has a significantly less safety-critical design and operational scenario
than does the OSCRS.

3.1.6.4 SFI-1T-Snace Starion/OMV Interfaces - In addition to the interfaces with the Orbiter, the

tanker must provide the capability of mating to Space Station (truss or MRMS) for commands, data
handling, and power. Space Station will replicate the functions of the Orbiter AFD subsystem for
controlling and monitoring SFI-IT during storage and refueling. This requires that the electrical
interface between SFHT and Space Station meet the same fanlt-tolcrance and be capable of
emtdating or matching the same interface between SFHT and the Orbiter, but with minimum impact
to the SFHT avionics. For command and data handling at a truss interface, Space Station provides
an interface capable of mating with SFHT without changes to the avionics. The interface meets
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SFHT two fault-tolerance requirements and provides the same serial link (RS422) that SFHT has
with the Orbiter. For power at a truss interface,, Space Station provides DC and AC sources with
the capability of meeting SFHT fault-tolerance and wattage requirements. Control of power will be
via Space Station. Equipment required to provide SFHT with the proper voltage levels will be
provided by Space Station control panels and modules. Added circuiu'y may need to be required
by the Power Distribution Unit to allow control of SFHT power by Space Station. When
interfacing to the MRMS an electrical interface will be required if a satellite is to be refueled while
SFHT is attached. The interface is one fault tolerant to power, and command and data handling.

The MRMS provides AC power, so SFHT Hill need to provide power converters to get DC

power.

The control system would be located in either the Service Facility Center or in the laboratory
module. Space Station would provide software or use SFHT AFD software to control and monitor
the tanker and satellite. Station displays would provide the capability to graphically display data

and provide two-fault tolerance.

The OMV interface for command, data handling, and power will be separate from the Orbiter or
Space Station interfaces. This is required because of the uniqueness of the OMV interface. Figure
3.27 shows the SFHT-to-OMV interfaces. Power provisions from OMV are one-fault tolerant.
Power will be DC, and controlled by the OMV with power protection provided by the tanker.
Command and data handling provisions from OMV are two-fault tolerant. This is accomplished
utilizing two interfaces that are provided to an attached payload, the Command and Telemetry Data
Bus (C&TDB) and the Serial Command and Telemetry Bus (SC&TB); each interface is one-fault
tolerant. The SC&TB has a serial interface only, no discrete commands, bilevel, or analog
monitoring provided. The C&TDB provides a serial interface, discrete commands, bilevel and
analog monitoring capability. To interface to the C&TDB the tanker will be requiredto provide a
Remote Unit (RU). This will add weight and cost to the tanker avionics. An area of concern is
when the OMV is performing a maneuver. At this time, no commands or telemetry to and from the

tanker will be provided, leaving no insight into tanker status.
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Figure 3.27 SFHT-OMV Avionics Interface
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To limit the number of electrical interfaces required for Space Station, it is recommended that the
mass I/F utilize the same I/F as that required for the Orbiter. The MRMS & OMV will utilize the
same I/F. This will require that the electrical connectors be the same for both the Orbiter/mass I/F,
and the MRMS/OMV I/F.

3.1.6.5 _FHT-GPC Interfaces - The orbiter GPC is required to confi'ol and monitor any payloads
in the cargo bay that are classified as a hazardous payload or have hazardous operations. Any
SFHT safety critical control and monitoring would be required to be input through the GPC. The
GPC wotdd replace the SFI-IT AFD control system and interface with the tanker avionics through
one of several options. We conducted a trade study of these options and selected the concpet
shown in Figure 3.29 as the preferred approach. The GPC has the capability to control and
monitor the tanker and satellite in a refueling mission. The GPC provides 40 commands and 40
parameters as a standard payload allocation. Further work is required to determine if these 40
commands and parameters are enough control and insight into the tanker operation to ensure
efficient and successful operation of the tanker and satellite.

The tanker interfaces to the GPC via the GPC data bus to Bus Terminal Units (BTU). The data bus

is one-fault-tolerant with one bus on the starboard side and one bus on the port side. To maintain
two fault-tolerance between the tanker and the GPC three BTUs are required. This will cause a

manifest problem because two BTUs are allowed per payload. The GPC communicates with only
one BTU when interacting with the tanker. This single interaction may limit insight into the tanker
avionics because the crew would have to take for granted that the tanker CPU is functioning
properly. This single interaction also adds complexity to the software in the tanker system. The
CPU that communicates with the GPC now has to relay commands to the other CPUs as well as
collect data to transmit to the GPC. In conclusion, we believe that utilizing the GPC for the SFHT
is feasible and will cause minimum impact to the SFHT design (as compared to the impact to
OSCRS of using the GPC for all safety critical operations).

3.1.6.6 SFHT Avionics Simvlification - The present design of the tanker avionics meets the
requirements as stated in the System Requirements Document, Attachment A of the Statement of
Work. Due to the characteristics of the superfluid helium tankers, we have complied a number of
comments and recommendations regarding updates and changes to the avionics portion of the
specification when it is revised. These include:

TWO-FAULT TOLERANT FOR MISSION SAFETY CRITICAL ITEMS ONLY. The

only safety critical items for the avionics are: providing power and control to the
pyrotechnic devices, providing two-fault-tolerance to monitoring prior to activation of the
emergency disconnect, and providing data to the crew when an EVA is in progress.

THE AVIONICS SHALL BE CAPABLE OF MEETING SAFETY REQUIREMENTS
AND ACCOMPLISHING ALL REQUIRED FUNCTIONS WITHOUT USING
ORBITER GPC. The avionics can be simplified if the GPC is used to control and monitor
the tanker.

TWO-FAULT TOLERANT TO PREVENT INADVERTENT OPERATION OF SAFETY

CRITICAL VALVES. There are no safety critical valves for the SFHT. Total loss of
control of the valves in the worst case will only cause lockup of the Dewar, resulting in
pressure rise and relief through the bust discs. The motor driven valves have a 15 to 20
second opening time which reacts too slow to control a safety critical situation. Other
tanker subsystems provide two-fault tolerance to controlling safety critical situations.
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Figure 3.28 SFHT-GPC Avionics Configmadon

TWO-FAULT TOLERANT TO SAFING TANKER AND SPACECRAFT. The tanker

provides mechanical two=fault tolerance for maintaining the Dewar in a safe condition in the
event of avionics failure. At this time, the interface between the tanker and the satellite is

undcfinccL Itisassumed thatthesatellitefluid system willprovide thesame mechanical

satingas thatinthe SFHT, thuseliminatingthe need fortwo=faulttoleranceforsatingby
theavionics.

TWO-FAULT TOLERANT TO PROVIDING CAUTION AND WARNING,

INDEPENDENT OF THE GPC. Use of the GPC permits a reduction in the AFD control
and display system. Data would not bc displayed in graphic form, but in tablular form.

TWO-FAULT TOLERANT TO MONITOR AND CONTROL SAFETY CRITICAL
PRESSURE AND TEMPERATURE SENSORS. The avionics will be two=fault tolerant

to monitoring safety critical sensors, but the capability to control these parameters may not
be possible.The mechanical devices(valves)have an operationaltime thatinhibit

controRing any safety critical pressure or temperature.
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GRAPHICALLY DISPLAY SFHT AND SPACECRAFt DATA INDEPENDENT OF

THE GPC. The use of the GPC to display dam reduces the AFD system when compared

to the OSCRS. The GPC does not provide graphic capability; after a failure of the SFHT

AFD system, the tarter would be powered down and the GPC would be used for

monitoring only.

Figure 3.29 shows a simplified tanker avionics concept. One string of tanker avionics has been
removed. The remaining two strings provide one-fault tolerance for mission success. A new
design (unit A) would be used if the avionics reduction was limited to the hardware on the tanker.
This would not require use of the GPC. A new design (unit B) would be used if the avionics
reduction also applies to the AFD system. This removes one AFD CPU and display. Unic B
would monitor data and interface to the GPC via the MDM analog channels. The GPC would

provide the third link for collecting data and providing it to the crew.
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Figure 3.29 SFHT Avionics Simplified Block Diagram

3.2 Facility Requirements and GSE Design

3.2.1 Facilities

3.2.1.1 STS Launch Facilities - Facility capabilities and limitations are an important consideration in

the design of the SFHT fluid subsystem and GSE, and the planning of the ground processing flows.

Early in the study, our discussions with KSC personnel established some basic groundrules on what

facilities could be used to process the SFHT for an STS launch, and these facilites were toured for
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familiarization. The Payload Hazardous Servicing Facility (PHSF) was identified by KSC as a

potential servicing and storage facility for the SFHT. The PHSF is capable of supporfin.g hazardous
operations including assembly, testing, propeUant transfer, and explosive system operauons. It
consists of a hazardous operations service high bay connected to an alrlock with overhead cranes for
handling of payloads. Storage, maintenance, check-out, and helium servicing of the SFHT could be

performed in this facility.

The Payload Changeout Room (PCR) at the Shuttle launch pad is a facility designed to install
payloads into the Orbiter cargo bay in a protected environment. The Payload Ground Handling
Mechanism (PGHM), inside the PC'R, is used to insert and access payloads within the cargo bay.

The SFHT would be transported vertically to the PCR from the PHSF using the Payload Cannister
and Transporter and then inserted into the cargo bay. The SFI-IT GSE would then be brought to the
PCR and placed at the level closest to the SFHT bay location. The layout of the PCR and the relative
locations of the PGHM and the Orbiter bay are shown in Figure 3.30.

ORBITER
lAY

FIXED PLATFORM

PGHM LEVEL

I 1

FIXED PLATIr*QRli

ELEVATOR

PCR (TOP VIEW)

Figure 3-30 Configuration of the Payload Changeout Room Showing SFHT and Associated
GSE Relative Ix)cations

One of the more important design considerations for the GSE is its location in the PCR relative to the
SFI-IT. Various options were examined and are summarized in Figure 3.31. The first case shows
the GSE located on the fixed platforms on either side of the PGHM. The total distance between
tbeGSE and the SFI-1T is estimated to be 35-40 feet. The next case has the GSE located on the

PGHM providing close access to the SFHT. The drawback with this approach is that the PGHM is
limited to -1500 lbs maximum weight and the GSE weight plus support personnel must not exceed
this limit. The third case involves attaching a small GSE supply dewar directly to the SFI-IT
structure to eliminate any helium transfer lines. KSC personnel were consulted for inputs to the
three cases (Reference 3.14). The result was that case 1, with GSE located on the PCR fixed
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Figure 3.31 Options for GSE Location in The PCR

platforms, is the most likely scenario due to weight and size limitations on the PGHM. Also, it was
determined that the GSE with a 750 liter dewar was the largest size that could be accommodated

inside the PCR due to the weight limitations of the platforms.

3.2.1.2 ELV Launch Facilities - The launch sites for the various ELV's all have similar

accommodations and limitations. For processing of the SFHT, the PHSF could be used regardless
of whether the SFHT was being launched on the Shuttle or an ELV. Therefore, the only difference
is the accommodations at. the launch pad itself. A typical ELV launch pad facility consists of an

environmentally controlled work room, work platforms, hoists, and various utility supplies. As
with the PCR, there is limited volume for a large amount of payload GSE. However, since the
SFHT would be transported to the pad only days before launch (as discussed in Section 3.3.1.2)
minimal GSE would be required.

A concept of pad facilites required to support the SFHT is shown in Figure 3.32. Work platforms
arc provided at various levels to allow access to the SFH and to support the GSE if it is required.
Interfaces for overboard venting to the outside of the environmental shelter will be required,

particulary for an emergency vent.

3.2.2 Qround Support Equipment (GSE)

3.2.2.1 Mechanical GSE - Requirements for the SFHT GSE both at the offline facilities and at the
launch pads were identified. The mechanical ground support equipment consists of those SFHT
unique items (including fluid) that are required to assemble, handle, process, test, and support the in-
line and off-line activities of the SFHT flight hardware at the launch site, including payload
integration operations with the Orbiter or ELV. Most of this equipment also suplxn'ts various phases
of fabrication, assembly, and test in addition to unique test f'Lxturing and tooLing. The mechanical

GSE required at the PHSF will be used to cool and initially fill the SFHT. This will be
accommplished using normal heLium from a trailer. The rest of the mechanical GSE will consist of a
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Figure 3.32 ELV Launch Pad Facilities to Support the SFHT

portable liquid helium Dewar with approximately 750 liter capacity along with a vacuum pump.
Once the SFHT is filled, thermal conditioning through the internal heat exchanger will begin using
the portable GSE Dewar and vacuum pump system. This portable GSE will also be used at the PCR
and at the ELV launch site. The GSE Dewar and vacuum pump would be sufficiently small to

satisfy the weight and volume constraints of the launch pad facilities.

A list of the MGSE identified for the SFHT is given in Table 3.7. Commonality of the SFHT
MGSE with the OSCRS and SIRTF MGSE was assessed to identify potential areas of common
development. The helium MGSE, particularly the portable helium supply Dewar, could be shared
with SIRTF since the SFHT and SIRTF will have comparable quantities of helium. Similar areas of
commonality need to bc addressed in future studies.

3.2.2.2 Electrical GSE - The EGSE will be required at the off-line facilities to control and monitor
SFHT fluid subsystem valves and instnanentation during system level testing, software
development and verification, and prclaunch and post-landing ground servicing. During
operations at the pad, however, only those components in the closed-loop thermal conditioning
system need to be activated. The EGSE will be capable of simulating all Orbiter-to-SFHT
interfaces such as the MDM and PDI, as well as SFHT-to-Spacecraft interfaces. The EGSE will
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also provide the capability of simulating sensor responses, both within the SFHT and on the
space.'aft. Figure 3.33 shows the block diagram. During servicing and deservicing the SFHT
flight system in the Shuttle may not be accessible. The EGSE duplicaIes the flight system to permit
control and monitoring of the tanker.
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Figure 3.33 Block Diagram of EGSE

During transport operations to the launch pad the ground personnel will need the capability to
monitor the condition of the Dewar. This will require a small portable, battery-powered unit that
will provide excitation for a limited number of sensors(two temperature, two pressure), to monitor
and display the sensor data to the ground personnel as required. The weight of the unit would be
approximately five pounds and dimensions approximately 6" X 6" X 4".

3.3 Operations

3.3.1 Ground Servicing

Ground servicing operations arc an important consideration in the design of the SFHT. Limitations
both in time and facilities at the launch site are key factors in identifying the requirements for the
ground operations. Earlier in the study, we held a meeting with KSC personnel to discuss ground
processing scenarios and options for the SFHT for both an ELV and Shuttle launch. Based on this
meeting and subsequent conversations, ground operation flows were developed for each of the
launch options, identifying timelines, operations steps, and facility requirements. The following
sections discuss the results for both Shuttle and ELV launches.
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3.3.1.1 SFHT Ground Servicin_ for STS Launch - The preliminary timeline developed for an STS

launch of the SFHT is presented in Table 3.8. The operations begin with the delivery of the SFHT
to the Payload Hazardous Servicing Facility (PHSF). The PHSF is capable of supportin.g hazardous
operations including assembly, testing, propellant transfer, and explosive system operauons. It
consists of a hazardous operations service high bay connected to an airlock with overhead cranes

provided for handling of payloads within the facih'ty. Any required maintenance and check-out of
the SFI-1T will be performed in this facility. Four weeks are provided in the timeline for this activity
but much more time would be required if components inside the vacuum jacket required replacement.

Table 3.8 SFHT Ground Operations at KSC - STS Launch

OPERATION

1) Tmmspml SFHT m PHSF

2) SFHT MJnWnance end Check-ore

3) _bJ SRt"r RI _o_a; Hdum)

4) _-Loop Therrnld Conditioning
- Convemion Io Supedluid Helium
- Helium Top-off During Conwmon

5)i PmV_ ,._HT f_x Tnmsport to Pad

- Disconnect GSE and Lock-up SFHT

8', Load SFHT inlo Pwtoed Cilnniltir

Tmmsl:ort Io PCR

8] k_ SFHT intn Paytoad Bay

9] Re-conne_ CaSE m SFHT Ink,rfsr,es

10] SFHT Therm_ Conditioning at Pad

11] _econnect GSEJConfigure for Launc_

112) SFHT Liunch Ground Hold Period

13) :Launch

14) Launch ConB_eney Ground H_d

WEEKS BEFORE LAUNCH

10 9 8 7 8 5 4

_L

r/// /// ¢/// ///_

I/// /t"// ///l

3 2 I

k

k

j.=..-.=,

[_'///

i

The initial chilldown and fill of the SFHT would occur approximately six weeks before launch.

Thermal conditioning and stablization of the Dewar and conversion to supedluid would require about
three weeks. The SFHT would then be prepared for transport to the pad in the payload cannister by
disconnecting the GSE, locking up the Dewar, and attaching the portable GSE monitoring system
(described in Section 3.2.2.2). The SFHT would be placed in the payload cannister and transported
to the Payload Changeout Room (PCR) three to four weeks before launch.

Once at the pad, the SFHT/PCR interfaces, consisting of vent lines to the outside, would be
connected. These lines are required in the event of an emergency vent should the SFHT be damaged
during the process of installing it into the Orbiter. Once installed in the Orbiter cargo bay, the
SFHT/Orbiter interfaces, discussed in Section 3.1.2.1, would be mated, the GSE reconnected and

thermal conditioning of the SFHT resumed via the internal heat exchanger. Pad thermal conditioning
operations would occur during the next eleven days to subcool the superfluid helium, insulation and
vapor cooled shields. Ten days prior to launch, the GSE would be disconnected and the SFHT
Dewar locked-up and prepared for launch.
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A contingency hold _ of24 hours fora launch scrubisrequiredinadditiontotheten day hold.

KSC ixa'sonnelhave indicatedthatthe second launchattemptusuallyoccurs24 hours aftertheinital

launch attempt. The third launch attempt would then occur seven to ten days later due to vehicle
recyclingprocedures.The payload bay doors arenormally re-opened duringthis_ allowing
accesstotheSFHT. The GSE would be reconnectedand thermalconditioningtosuvcool me

insulation,shieldsand the superfluidhelium would begin,lastingas long as theschedule would

allow.The SFHT would be locked up and prepared for thethirdlaunch attempt. This procedure

would be repeatedforsubsequent launchattempts.

3.3.1.2 SFHT/ELV Ground Ovemtions - A preliminary ground operations flow for launch of the

SFHT on an ELV was develope.d and is shown in Table 3.9. The PHSF could again be utilized for
SFI-rrmaintenance,check-out,and fdlas intheSTS launchflow. The major difference,however,

isthattheSFH can be u'ansportedtotheELV launchsiteapproximately 3 to4 days beforelaunch

ratherthan the 3 to4 weeks requiredforan STS launch. SFHT transportoperationswould begin by

bringingeithertheELV payload fairing(Atlasand Titanlaunches)or a transportcannister(Delta
launch) to the PHSF. The SFHT would be installed and the interfaces with the fairing mated. The
SFHT assembly would be loaded onto theELV payload transporterand taken to thepad. The SFI--IT

transportconfigurationisshown inFigure3.34 forboth thecannisterand fairinginstallation

options.Regardlessof theparticularELV, a nitrogenpurge and limitedpower isprovided tothe

payload tomaintainconditionsduringthe transportprocess.

Table 3.9 SFHT Ground Operations - ELV Launch

SUPERFLUID HELIUM TANKER (SFHT) OPERATIONS

SFmlr_LV _,noum op=_nou WEEKS BEFORE LAUNCH:
11 10 0 8 7

DPERATION:

I} T_ _FHTto PHSF
2) _CHT MainteMneJ rand _

uwum¢SFHI"Fi (NewWH_iunl
4] Clm_d-LO¢¢, Thermm C,on_mOn_l
s] PmmreSR-ITforP_ead ShroudEncamulmon

. I_amrma Gk_ and Lm_-_
91 _mm sgs"r too_am'madcnmo
7_ _ SFI-IT on_ P_,ll k:lapwr
e] I_m 8F"HT/Pz,/kzulk:lamwIntwtmm,
9_ Irmal SR-IT k_lo Pwt_d Fairing

10_ Laa Faktng,rSFHT Assembly onto Payload Transportw
111 Traml_t Fa_r_ySF HT Assom01y to ELV Launch Pad

12] Hoi1.:artn0/SFHT Assembly to ELV Er,MronmwllaJ Sheltw
13_ Male Farln_SFHT/umetmly 1o ELV Seoond Stage
14)M1o SFH'i"_a_n 0 Inierra_o
15] SFHT Themlal Cond Ik:_ng m Pad
16] C4m_ure SFHTfot Launch
17] I:_nnecl GSFJSFHT/Falr_ng Interfa_8
181 SF14T Ground Hold
191 .aunch

z91La.nm_ eq_nd He¢

6 _ 4 3 2 I

Jk

_k

't1

d

d

Once atthepad,thefairingor cannisterishoistedtotheenvironmentalshelterareasurroundingthe

launchvehiclewhere work platformsand otherequipment formating thepayload tothelaunch

vehicleareprovided. The SFHT isthenmated totheELV second stageand allutilityconnections
are mated. The benefitof theELV launchflow isthat,sincethe SFHT istaken tothepad only 3 to4

days beforelaunch,no thermalconditioningshouldbe requiredas theDewar can remain locked-up

duringthistime. However, intheevent of extended launch scrubs,GSE would be requiredto
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SFHT Transport Options for ELV Launch Mode
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themmlly condition the insulation, shields, and superfluid helium via the closed-loop heat exchanger.
This requires appropriate interfaces in the payload fairing to allow the GSE to connect to the SFHT

ground service panel.

3.3.2 A_nt and On-Orbit Otmrations

3.3.2.1 SFHT/STS _tions - An operational flow for SFHT helium on-orbit replenishment
operationsfrom theOPoitcrcargo bay was developed toidentifyEVA requirementsand fimclines.

The timclinc is presented in Table 3.10 with the operations listed sequentially with their
con_sponding time intervals based on 8 hour working days. The titmlinc was generated around a
SIRTF type resupply mission where the OMV and the SFHT arc launched simultaneously along with
a berthing mechanism such as the A' cradle.

Table 3.10 SFHT Orbital Operations fi'om Orbiter Cargo Bay

SUPERFLUID HELIUM TANKER (SFHT) ORBITAL OPERATIONS

RE_JPPLY _ I CAROO lAY

OPERATION:

1] SFI-IT La_ in OIt)lNx i

OmW OUV _m Oqolw (_r mR'n= _m_y)

oMv Fl_m._:ktmm with U_ Sl_om:r_Od_t,r _ willl OM V/Ulw S_ll_laltt
s] _um _w _mcrd for _.my (RF _)
61 Cm_e _w Smucr_ _ Sh_e RMS

8] _ Uw _ to ASE of SFHT FSS

9] lWlh O_N In Cargo 0W O_n0 _$
10] _ EVA#I O_
11) IJnmow EVA Suppofl Equ_mont
121 Ummw UmMm

151 a_k Check Conjecture, Tranoh_ Llnm
161 End EVA #I
17) T_er Line Ch_ldmm (C_nU_lod _r(_n AFO)

181 Ini_Jo SFFkl TranslM to Lh_ _Pao_-_fl
1_ k_n_x T.m_er O_.nmn,
20) Tm Transh_
21) C_._.m U,_ Sp_m_ (k=D Commm_ m_ sF_r)

_}}_m SF'HT foeum01k]d Oem_l_ [Pu_e LJn_In_lm EVA _20p_
24) Dem_e L_w _ Um_ _'_"

_ Senddng Fun¢_lone (MIm_n Oepende_)
27) Stow EVA Su_opo_t Equil_nOnl
26} End EVA_
291 R_use OMV t._ni_ RM,._
30) Ue_wm U_m' Smm_:ra_ I_m ASE _ SFHT u_lng RM$
31) Dod_OMVtoU_wSp_mera_m_l _o_eL_wtrom R_
321 _k_e O_o_r AwW _m O_V/Spac_n_
33] I.t_e SFHI" Warm Up (_U=OC_n_0
_) V,r_y Sl:k'T Win. UpNw_l Pmmdu_ _

:_ _ SR4T f_ Slmar _ Dm_m_,,_1:@MI_SlI_t Ol_uUons
37) R_wo (X_ md Bern m Od_w
38) iL.and STS
39) Removo _:I-IT f_0m (_s_w _ (_q:

DAYS FROM LAUNCH (8 HR WORKING DAY):
1 2 3 4 5 8 7

CON11NGE _CY

i

//C,O¢IINGENCY/_

Aftcl"reachingorbit,theOMV isdeployed on thefirstday of themission toretrievetheSIRTF from

itsoperatingorbit.Various studiesincludingtheSTICCR studieshave estimatedthetime forthe
OMV toretrieveand returnwith the SIRTF totheShurde orbitas 16 hours. OMV rendezvous with

theOrbiteroccurson the second day,and capturingand berthingof theuserspacecraftand the OMV

isperformed using theShuttleRMS. Any re,configuringof the userspacecraftsubsystems could

alsobc performed atthistime. Contingency was includedinthe second day'stirnclinctoaccount for
problems intheOMV retrievalphase. An EVA would b¢ initiatedaftertheOMV and the user

spacecraftam berthedintheOrbitertounstow and mare thefluidand electricalcouplers.The hclium
couplerswould thenbc leakchecked toensurea properconnection.Any otherspacecraftservicing

functionscould bc performed afterthisduringtheremainder of thesixhour EVA.
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Helium transfer operations would be initiated on day 3 via the Aft Hight Deck control station. The
third day would also be used as a rest day for the EVA crewmembers. When transfer operations are
complete, both the SFHT and user spacecraft would be configured for umbilical demadng. This
involves venting of the transfer lines to space to remove the helium. Due to helium's low vapor

pressure and the long length of the lines, this venting operation would take place during the sleep
period. Also, adequate ume is needed for line warm-up prior to EVA disconnections and stowage.

On the second EVA on day 4, the couplers would be demated and the transfer Lines stowed. Any
other EVA tasks required to prepare the user spacecraft for deberthing would be performed and the
EVA ended. The RMS would then deploy the OMV and deberth the user spacecraft. The user

spacecraft would remain attached to the RMS for OMV docking and then released. The OMV would
begin the transport of the user spacecraft to its operating orbit. The SFHT would then be configured
for storage and descent from the aft Right deck control station. Two days would remain for
contingency and OMV retrieval assuming a normal seven day mission.

3.3.2.2 SFHT/Svace Station Overations - Operations of the SFHT at the Space Station will involve

long orbital stay-times. Resupply of small laboratory experiments will take place frequently, but
replenishment of large users such as Astromag and SIRTF will be done at approximately two year
intervals. The SFH can be launched to the Station on either the Shuttle or ELV. If launched on an

ELV, retrieval of the SFHT by the OMV will be required. For a Shuttle launch, the SFHT will be
removed fi'om the payload bay sometime during the 5 to 7 day stay time at the Station. The
SFHT/Orbiter interfaces would be demated and the Station MRMS would then grapple the SFHT

and transport it to its storage location, either on the truss or in or near the Servicing Facility when it
is in place. The SFHT storage period before performing a large user resupply such as SIRTF, could
be 90 days. The user spacecraft would be transported to the SFHT (or visa versa) and the fluid and
electrical interfaces mated. From this point, the helium transfer operations are the same as an STS-

based operation. After completion of the transfer operations, the SFHT would be demated from the
user and returned to its storage location on the truss. A representative resupply dmeline when

servicing at the Space Station is shown in Table 3.11.

Table 3.11 SF[-CT Orbital Operations When Servicing From Space Station

_UPERFLUID HELIUM TANKER (_HT) ORBITAL OPERATION8

RESUPPLY FROM SPACE STATION: DAYS:

OPERATION:

'_ SFHT Launch in Orbiter

2) I Orbiter Rende_mus/Dock wi_ Space StetJon
3)1Demate SFHT/Ofoiter Umbilicals (Electrical, Emergency Vent,
4)1Unberfft SFHT from Orbiter Using STS RMS or SteJon MRMS"

5)1Transport SFHT to StetSon Storage Localion
6)1Berth SFHT to Station Tress Assembly
7)1Mate SFHT/StUon Umbilicals (Elect_cai)
8)1SFHT Storage'"
9)1Transport User Spscec=_ to SFHT ot Visa Ver_

10) I Mote Usa¢ Spacecr_VSFHT Uml_ica_
11 )l Leak Chec_ Connectors, Transfer line,,
12) I rran_ Une Chilldown (Mon_toced from Station Con_ro_Console)
13) I Ini=iate SFHe Transfer

14) I Monitor Transfer OperUor_
15)1Ten'ninme Transfm"
16) I Configure Usar S_c=cta,'t
17) IRenonflgure SFHT for Umbilical Dema_ng

18)l Demate IJ=a_SpacecraWSFHT Interfaces
19)[Unbe¢_ SR-fl" from Spacecraft or Truss using MRMS
20)lTransport SFHT to Storage LocalJon

21 )1Berlt_SFHT to Stel]on Truss Assembly

_ Inmcfacu (ElenO'ical)

"COULD 8E5 DAYS UNTIL SR-n" IS UM.DAOED FROM ORBITER _ BAY
"UP TO go DAYS
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3.3.2.3 SFHT/ELV Orbital Ooerations - Launch of the SFHT on an ELV _.J:luircs that the ELV

place the SFHT in a stable orbit within reach of either the OMV or the Orbiter for retrieval. The
operational flow for these orbital operations is presented in Table 3.12. The SFHT would remain
attached to the ELV second stage after the desired parking orbit is reached. Second stages of the
Delta II and Titan 111provide limited three-axis stablization capability as does the Centaur upper
stage. The Titan IV currently does not have any capability to stablize payloads for deploytn, ent in
low earth orbit. The OMV would then rendezvous with the ELV second stage and dock with the
front face of the SFHT which would be equipped with FSS "towel" bars to mate with the OMV's

Table 3.12 SFI-1T Orbital Operations for ELV Launch

SUPERFLUIO HELIUM TANKER (SFhrl 7 OPERATIONS

IgFHT/ELV ORBrrAL OPERATIONS HOURS AFTER LAUNCH:
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

OPERATION:

1] Pwtdng OdoitInmrtlon and Tdm Burn
2_ EstablishThree Axis StmbllizedMode
31 OMV Renduvous with ELV 2rid Stage
4) Dock OMV ta SFHT
5] Def_W SFHT from ELV 2rid Slago
6] ELV Stage 2 Selmrmm Maeuov_
71 SFHT Trmm_ _ Uw_ SUlm by OMV

k
r/l, / ,//, /

A

8

k

A
-x-4_

TPDM, as shown in Figure 3.35. The explosive bolts on the SFHTs adapter structure would then

be fired to separate the SFHT fa'om the ELV. The OMV would subsequently transport the SFHT to
the Space Station or to the user orbital location for in-situ resupply operataons.

3.3:3 Df_fnt and Post-Landinz Operations

SFI-1T on-orbit operations, under normal conditions, will result in the SFHT being returned to the
ground empty. For the case where the SFHT is used as a supply depot at the Space Station, the
SFI-IT will likely be empty upon being returned to the ground since it is being changed-out with a
full SFHT. For STS-based resupply, the SFHT should be empty or nearly empty if SIRTF is the

user spacecraft. Upon completing the final helium transfer operation on-orbit, the SFHT will
besafed by venting the Dewar to space and allowing it to warm-up. Therefore, under normal

conditions, the SFHT post-landing operations would be relatively s'.maple, involving only removal of
the SFHT at the Orbiter Processing Facility (OPF) and transporting It to the PHSF. Contingency
situations, however, where the SFHT returns to the ground with helium remaining could result in

involved post landing operations, as discussed in the next section.

3.3.4 Contingency and Abort Ooerations

The SFHT can either be partially full of helium or completely empty upon completion of a helum
resupply operation, depending on the user being serviced. In all cases, however, it is desirable to
return the SFH to the ground empty to avoid creating a situtation where the burst disks need to

rupture to relieve pressure. Apart from the potential hazards resulting from such a vent, extended
maintenance operations would be necesassry to replace the burst disks since some are located inside

the vacuum jacket of the SFHT Dewar.
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Figure 3.35 Transfer of SFHT From the ELV to the OMV

The SH-1T could return to the ground with a full or partial load of helium due to several

contingenies. A Return to Launch Site (RTLS) abort results in the SFFrr landing with a fuU load of
helium while stir in the Orbiter cargo bay. In this case, access to the SFHT is not possible and the
emergency vent system with the redundant burst disks ensures that the SFHT will be able to relieve
any excessive pressure buildup. Personnel and equipment would have to avoid the vent discharge,
however, to prevent a hazardous situation. The Orbiter would then be towed to the OPF and the
SFHT removed after a relatively short period.

Once removed from the Orbiter, it is desirable to drain the SFHT as quickly as possible to avoid an

emergency venting case. After connecting the SFI-I and determining the temperature and pressure
conditions inside the Dewar, the SFHT would be drained by connecting to the ground fill port and

pressurizing the tank to above atmospheric pressure using gaseous helium if required. The helium
would then be drained through the fill line. Depending on the conditions inside the Dewar, this drain
process could take place either in the OPF or the PHSF.

The RTLS abort returns the Orbiter to KSC relatively quickly and therefore the SFHT could be
removed from the bay in a fairly short time period. However, an abort to a contingency landing site,
either from a transatlantic abort or an emergency return from orbit, would mean that no access to the
SFHT would be possible for as long as several weeks until the Orbiter is returned to the OPF, since
the payload bay doors cannot be opened and supported without external equipment. The SH-IT
could be full of helium in the bay for this time and the emergency vent system would be the only
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method of reducing pressure. The only alternative would be to provide an SFHT/Orbiter fiU/draln
interface to allow the SFI-1T to be drained with the Orbiter horizontal and the payload bay doors

closed. This requirement needs further examination since it would be major impact to the SFHT

fluid subsystem and the GSE.

3.3.5 Ferry Flight Operations

Ferry flight operations for a normal SFHT mission would not require any significant preparation
procedures since the SFHT would be empty or nearly empty. However, the contingency situations,

de=i intheprevious   tion,wo dm.ul , thesm-rrtobet spo.rtedwhile °foccur
helium. Again, the emergency vent system Is m place should an excessive pressure ouua-up .
It would be desirable, however, to monitor the SFHT Dewar conditions during the ferry flight to

determine if the pressure and temperature within the Dewar are staying within non-vented condition
limits. Power to the on-board avionics would be required, or the battery-powered portable GSE

monitoring system could be left attached to the SFHT, to provide a limited monitoring capability
without the need for vehicle power.

3.4 SYSTEM SAFETY

The Superfiuid Helium Tanker (SFHT) is being designed to meet the requirements of both manned
and unmanned launch systems. The requirements for design are stipulated in NHB 1700.7B for
manned systems and ESMC 127-1 for unmanned ELVs. The design req.uirements, specifically as
they address the degree of fault tolerance, for manned systems are the primary driver except for
ordnance and pyrotechnics systems. In the area of range.safety and launch operations, the ESMC
127-1 document is the primary driver because these reqmrements are more stringenL

The following paragraphs discuss the requirernents of NHB 1700.7B which are considered to be the
• most critical to the design of the SFHT. It must be indicated that these requirements are not f'maa

requirements since the NHB 1700.7B document is nbt an approved document and that some changes
to the text may be forth coming. However, it is a good indication of the direction safety
requirements and design implementation is heading and allows us to make preliminary safety
assessments of our design concepts. The safety provisions for our baseline design have been
factored into the various subsystem designs and are discussed in their respective sections. The flight

and ground safety discussions below highlight several of the major safety drivers for both the ELV
and STS launch options.

3.4.1 Flight Safety

There is one design issue that is being driven by ELV launch. ESMC Range Safety is requiring
destruct capabilities in the event of an aborted mission for payloads which contain large Dewars.
There is at this point no distinction between Dewars which contain liquids such as LO2/LH 2 versus

Dewars which contain liquids such as LN2 or LHe. Some ELVs are providing the destruct

capabilities as a service to the payload organization. This service is desirable to prevent destruct
hardware from being placed on the SFI-tT itself. This requirement could greatly increase the
complexity for redundancy and sating verification, especially for mission scenarios in which the
SFHT is to be launched by an ELV and retrieved by the Space Shuttle.

In the evaluation of the SFI-1T to NHB 1700.7B requirements, there is only one SFHT design
element that has been identified as being safety critical. This design element is the electrical
shutdown of the superfluid helium pump. The identification of the helium pump as safety critical
necessitates the requirement that the pump electrical system be two-fault tolerant to terminating the

electrical power to the pump unit. The identification of the pump electrical power circuit as being
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safety critical is to provide sufficient fault tolerances to prevent superfluid helium from being flowed
into its associated transfer line in the event of an emergency with the Orbiter or the receiving sateUitc

vehicle.

Since we cannot assume we can use Orbiter power in the event of an Orbiter emergency requirin_g
that we separate the user spacecraft from the SFHT, we have added a battery to prowde.power tor
firing the pyrotechnics used to operate the emergency disconnect. We will need to momtor the stares
of valves and pump heater power prior to activating the emergency disconnect so that we don't dump
a large quantity of liquid helium in the cargo bay. The monitoring of these critical components will
be done through use of the Orbiter GPC.

3.4.2

In the evaluation of the SFHT ground processing flow to the requirements of ESMC 127-1 and
KHB 1700.7A, threeground processingsafetyconcerns were identified:I)emergency ventingin

the PHSF during SFI-1T fill operations, 2) emergency venting while the SFHT is being transported
to the pad, and 3) emergency venting in the PCR. Special vent lines and procedures will be provided
to assure that during the entire ground processing, once the Dewar is loaded with liquid helium, safe

Dewar venting could occur.
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4.0 TASK 4 - COMMONALITY ASSESSMENT AND TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT
RECOMMENDATIONS

The initialsubtaskof Task 4 was toassessSFHT designand operationalcommonality with other

subcritical/supercridcalcryogen tankers.This taskwas de-emphasized atthe beginningof the

program, so we only did a quick review of theSFHT designtoidentifythoseelements thatmight
be usableas partof a non-helium cryogenictanker.Some of the conceptsand modelling toolsfor

Dewar thermaloptimizationmight be usablebut must be used withthe appropriatedatabasesfor

the fluidsunder consideration.The vent system (e.g.,porous plugs)forthe SFI-Ieisof course

unique toliquidhelium and the flow analysisinvolvestwo-fluidmodels and identificationof flow

regimes where thefluidbehaves as a "Quantum" fluidor a "Newtonian" fluid.Design of

components, such as valvesand the transferlinecoupler,suggestapproaches forlow heatleakbut

would need a thorough review of the safetyaspects,particularlyforcryogens such as liquid
hydrogen and liquidoxygen. For example, the liquidhelium valve being designed by Utah St,am

would not be acceptableforhydrogen usage sincehydrogen inand around thesteppermotor could

leadto fireand explosion.

Our overallassessmentof commonality potentialisthatthereislittlethatisdirecdytransferrableto

othercryogenictankers,particularlyin thefluidsubsystem. The OSCRS avionicssubsystem

might have afairanaountof commonality; due tothesafetyissueswith liquidhydrogen and liquid

oxygen, however, the avionicsredundancy and fault-tolerancewould be closertoOSCRS than to

the avionicsfortheSFHT, which isnot thatsafetycritical.

In evaluating technology needs, we looked at both those items being developed on SHOOT, and
those tanker-specific items not being developed in SHOOT. In some cases, those items being
developed on SHOOT require additional testing for 50 missions usage or to design limits beyond
those used on the experiment test bed. Table 4.1 is a brief summary of the technology
development being pursued for SHOOT. Table 4.2 contains our listing of development needs not
being addressed by SHOOT. A technology development program schedule and cost estimate to
accomplish each will be included in our separate cost document submitted with the final report.

Table 4.1 SHOOT Mission Technology Development

Demonstrate:

• Liquid Helium TransferUsing TM Pump

50 I./Hr (Goal of 800 L/Hr)

• Fluid Containment Techniques

- During Normal Storage and Cooldown of Receiver
- During High Flow Rate Transfer

• Fluid Acquisition System

500 L/Hr (Goal of 800 L/Hr)

• Mass Gauging and Flow Measurement Techniques

- Heat Pulse

- Superconducting Wire (With Settling)
- VenturiFlowmcter

• EVA Transfer Line Coupler On-Orbit Operation

(Use of GRiD Computer;, Interface with Orbiter GPC)
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Table4.2 Technology Development Needs Not Being Addressed by SHOOT

• Superfluid Helium TM Pmnp Performan_
- 500 to 10(X) L/Hr

• Transfer Line Characterization (Heat Leak Critical)
- Flex Lines
- l._ I._mgths to 15 Feet
- EVA Compatibility (Including Couplings)
-EmergencyDisconnectCompatibility

Two Phase Flow During Transfer (How to Suppress, if Needed)
• High Conductance Valves

- Handle Fluid Transfer Rates to 10(30 L/Hr
- Reduced Weight
- Good for 50 Mission Life

• Motorized Throttling Valve
-LHe Temlx:ramres
-Use asTlmm_ Cmditloning (JT Valve)
- Use for High Rate Venting During Transfer

• Transfer Line Coupling
- Qualifying for 50 Missions

• Porous Plug Phase Separators
- High Capacity Porous Plug Phase Separators for Venting During Transfer
- Characterization of Normal Vent Porous Plug Phase Separator

(Controllability, Flooding, Efficiency as The_nodynamic
Vent Element)

• Selection/Characterizatiou of Conventional Insulation on Large Tank
-KvsT
- Outgassing
- Ability to Withstand Thermal Shock

Use of Reflective Surface (e.g. Tape) or Other Options Such as Direct
Aluminum Layer Applica_on

• MLI Blanket Fabrication Technology for Between Flight Maintenance
- Dewar Component Changeout Considerations

- Blanket Edge Faixication and Performance
• Dewar Ground OperationsHeat Exchanger Characterization

- Internal Heat Exchanger Sizing and Design to Condition and Maintain
Stored SFI-Ie at Desired State Without Topping

• Dewar Design/Fabrication Technology
- Structural Design Approach (Supports Piercing Into Inner Vessel)
- Stiffness of Telescoped Tank Support

Effective Thermal Conductance of Telescoped Tank Suplxm System;
Thermal Cross-Coupling)

- Insulation on Inner Vessel to Minimize Emergency Vent Line Size
- VCS/HeaI Exchanger Falxication and Thermal Optimization
- Alumina-Epoxy Straps for Large Dewars

- Cycle Life To Meet 50 Mission Requirement
- Thermal Performance

• Slosh
- Design Concern?
- Impact to Liquid Acquisition Device?

• Liquid Acquisition Device
- Two-Fluid Flow

- Pumping to Refill
• Limited Life Avionics Parts

- Identification of Piece Parts That May_ Not Withstand 50 Missions
(Examples: Switches, Relays, Motors, Solenoids)

- Conduct Qual Tests To S Level to Impove Life

• Evaluate TPMS and HLV for 50 Mission Usage

Evaluate Reliability of Piece Parts
- Examine Repackaging to Increase Reliability
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5.0 TASK 5 - PROGRAM PLAN FOR SFHT DEVELOPMENT

We prepared a program plan for the SFI-1T development which addressed our approach to the
detailed design and development, fabrication and test of the supcrfluid helium tanker. The phase
C/D program as outlined runs through post-flight analysis of the first mission and is 6 years in
length, ending with a launch in October 1997. The program plan, master program schedule and
work breakdown structure arc addressed in the following paragraphs. A few of the groundrules
associated with our program cost estimate we've developed will be submitted as a separate volume
of our final report.

5.1 PROGRAM PLAN

The program plan addresses detailed design, fabrication and test of the conceptual superfluid
helium tanker design prepared during Task 3. The SFHT is designed to meet the requirements of
the Systems Requirements Document, Attachment A to the contract SOW. The program consists
of detailed design of both the flight equipment and GSE, fabrication and test of a dedicated Dewar
Qual article to verify the multimission life capability, fabrication of one flight unit and one set of
GSE, testing, delivery to NASA-KSC and support of the mission. We believe that eventually, a
second supcrfluid helium tanker would be procm'ed as a backup capability or to permit one tanker
to be used as a depot at Space Station while the second one is used for serv.i.'cing from the Orbiter,
and in-situ servicing of a payload when carried to the user spacecraft with the OMV.

STS integration is considered an element of the SFHT program. The approach during Phase C/D
will be to develop, generic documentation (PIPS and annexes) for SFHT usage in the Orbiter bay.
The generic documentation package will be an SFHT-specific boilderplateset of plans and annexes
that can be tailored for each payload/user desiring superfluid helium resupply.

5.2 MASTER PROGRAM SCHEDULE

The phase C/D master program schedule for the Sb'HT program is shown in Figure 5.1. Time
phasing is based on completion dates for defining requirements, performing design tasks,
procuring required components and materials, accomplishing fabrication and assembly, and
conducting validation and verification testing.

The initial emphasis has been placed on the systems engineering activities necessary to def'me
requirements and firm up the interfaces. Following concurrence with the requirements and
specifications reviewed at the Program Requirements Review (PRR) by NASA-JSC, we will
authorize major procurements necessary to support the fabrication and assembly activities,
particularly for the Dewar qualification test article. Our plan is to fabricate all components and
pieces parts for both the Qual Dewar and the flight article. We will then assembly the Qual Dewar
and conduct the qualification tests. While this is occurring, we will be fabricating the other (non
Dewar) subsystems, which are to be tested and then flown, in a protoflight approach. Once Dewar
qualification is complete, the flight Dewar will be assembled and integrated with the rest of the
tanker subsystems. System level tests will then be performed for flight certification and the tanker
delivered to NASA-KSC.

For those elements of the SFHT which arc to be protoflight, special care must be taken in their
validation and the combination of testing and analysis which shows they're good for the 50
mission design life. For both procured and Martin Marietta-manufactured hardware, our
verification test program will be initiated at the component level. These component prototype tests
are expected to drive out any problems early and arc prerequisite to assembly-level prototype
testing. This test approach ensures a systematic validation of performance, personnel, and
procedures that minimizes risk and establishes high confidence in the system verification activities.
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The tanker system test schedule, which is approximately 9 months in duration, is protected by
prcplanned schedule reserve and will support delivery to NASA-KSC 65 months from ATP.
Launch operations also contains preplanned schedule reserve and supports the first flight of the
SFHT. As indicated in the schedule, approximately 2 years at the beginning of the program is
allocated for design and development.

5.3 WORK BREAKDOWN STRUCTURE

A Work Breakdown Structure (WBS) was developed which provides the framework upon which
the programmatic technical, schedule and cost control is established. The WBS is broken down
into six levels. The major categories in the WBS at the third level arc:

• Program Management
• Systems Engineering
• Design and Development
• Hardware Fabrication, Assembly and Checkout

• Testing
• Software Design, Development and Test
• STS Integration
• Mission 01xrations

A total of 55 fourth level and fifty level subelements were identified.

5.4 PROGRAM COST ESTIMATE

A Program Cost Estimate has been prepared and will be delivered as a separate volume of our final
report. All costs arc reported in constant Government Fiscal Year 1988 dollars. The cost estimates
reflect that the design of the SFHT incorporates components of like or similar design to those
flying in the SHOOT orbital test. One major area of cost difference from the SHOOT system is the
Dewar inner storage vessel, outer vacuum jacket, and alumina/epoxy support straps. We've also
costed a dedicated Dewar test article for conducting qualification tests. Our structures, thermal,
and avionics subsystem costs have been compared to those of the OSCRS design, with appropriate
cost deltas generated per differences in the design.
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6.0 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The following summary conclusions were complied dm-ing the ring period between the Interim
Progress Report and this progress report:

A 6000 liter SFHT still appears to be a reasonable size to handle the reduced user
complement specified following the Interim Progress Review. We had selected the 6000
liter capacity during our Task 2 effort using this reduced user complement and found no
reason to change that decision.

We have selected a slightly cylindrical Dewar shape which fits within the fairings of the
Delta, Atlas, Titan HI and Titan IV launch vehicles. This results in a mixed fleet approach

to minizing total mission launch costs. We recommend that the SFHT be designed for
compatibility with only one ELV in addition to the Orbiter since interface hardware and
ELV unique GSE, operations and integration can result in significant non-recurring and
recurring costs to maintain flight compatibility with all ELVs.

We have selected a ground servicing concept which utilizes a ground heat exchanger for
establishing and maintaining the storage Dewar at the desired temperature without activating
flight valves to conduct periodic topoffs. This technique allows us to "subcool" the Dewar
thermal protection system and meet the eleven day ground hold period following cargo bay
door closure. Either pressurized (subcooled) or saturated superfluid conditions in the
Dewar are possible.

Based on a worst case vent analysis for loss of guard vacuum (where we assumed some

stratification could develop within the supercritical fluid at the 80 psi burst level), we
selected a conventional insulation (non-MLI) to be applied to the inner storage vessel to
reduce the heat flux and minimize the size of the vent line.

Our selected avionics approach ties into the Orbiter GPC for safety-related monitoring and
utilizes a redundant computer system on the AFD for transfer monitoring. We baselined
the use of the I-ILVS and TPMS boxes being developed on SHOOT.

* We can meet the design goal mass fraction of 0.25.
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